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PREFACE 


Delhi the capital city of Inrlia, has its own position in 
the history of the world. In this illustrated guide book 
wo have dealt also with a brief history of tlio great 
Moghuls as it clearly reflects the great buildings and monu 
ments of the city — lied Fort, Ilumnytin’s Tomb. The 
world famous perfect Tower Kutub Minar, J^cw Delhi ond 
old and new Historical buildings. Wo are much gratful 
to many persons, who have helped us in the completion 
oftbc book. 

-Attampt iuis been made in this book to give chough 
inform ition for the tourist. But no claim to the finality 
can bo laid. .Suggestions to its improvemeht will be much 
appreciated. 


PUBUSnEBS 


Priated at India Printers, Delhi. 
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DELHI 


INTRODUCTION 

D elhi, the capital of the Republic of Indian Union 
possess the most central and geographical position 
due to close up situation from all important parts and 
cities of the country. The city is situated on the weastern 
bank of the river Jumna and the other side is protected by 
the ridge. Thus is holds an unrivalled strategic location 
in the country. Delhi had been the capital since long of 
several rulers due to its central and strategic situation. 
All the rulers preferred it to be the capital and so also 
the British in 1911 decided to make Delhi the capital 
instead of Calcutta which was formerly the capital. Delhi 
is the most important railway centre, being the head- 
quarter of the Northern Zone of Indian railways and is 
excellently served by all other zones. Delhi enjoys the 
benefit of two modern airports of Palam and Safdarjung 
which connect it with important centres of the World as 
well ns of India. 

Due to be the capital Delhi has become an inter- 
national politics centre. All the embassies and High 
Commissions offices are located in New Delhi. It has a 
population of about 1^ lacs according to 1951 census 
while in 1941 in was only about 9 lacs. The enlargement 
in population is greatly due to the partition of India in 
1947. Delhi is situated in latitude 28*36 North and 77*13 
Bast. With the formation of Municipal Corporation with 
effect from 7th April 1958. Delhi is under the unified 
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civic nciniinifitrntion Imving Jtiris»lir.tion over the stntutor.v 
corpornlion {lenling witli elcctrieity, wntcr frnnfiiort, 
Pdiiitnlion, crhicntion, tnxnlloii, cte, coi-erinp rordl 
nnd tirbim nrens of fifiS sq. miles lenviriK Delhi Cnnton- 
mont and Now Dcllu — nn nren of 10 pq. miles only. 

The elimnfe of Delhi is henlthy, Imving three mojor 
Bensons — winter, stimnirr niifl rniny. The winter senson 
Iftsts from Novemher to March, The summer senson 
from April to June niifl the rniny season from July to 
Soptcndicr. 

Dellii is famous for its Ilndicrafts niul Iiulustries. 
There are cotton mills, l)iscuit. factories, flour mills, iron 
foundnrios nn<I cycle industries* Delhi has been greatly 
cflcctcd in industries after the partition. There arc many 
cottage industries, such ns br.nss carving, cmbroitlarv’, 
jowellery bags, ivory, stationery, etc. Delhi’s gold and 
silver ornaments and jowellery, which are famous t brought 
the world can be seen in the biggest and the the richest 
street of old Delhi called Chandni Chowk— ‘The Silver 
Street. 



DELHI THROUGH THE AGES 


Thoro nrc no rffonlp. of onrly liiFtory of DcjUu prior 
to tho MtuHni ronrjnrst?'' of lf»l!{ A.D., c-vt n then it ip n 
fnct tbivl ti:o iiiptory ol'DoUit l>rpiiif. frtin t!ic liino of the 
rniuivnp. Udiiiflitrn fi)nn<1i«l n l»f;ujtifnl lity over n 
inrron innd nrul n»um‘<l it IiiOfrnprnptl fi feritwnsnp 
brnntifnl jip tJto nluulo of the hlii}: of pofi? *'IXDRA" 
where now Ohi Fort ptnnelp. 

Ananppnl who rtihd from CO.'i A. 3). to fiKl A.D. 
rec')nPtruete!l Dt lhi nml .Anjiiifpiil 11 mneie ])(llii hip full- 
iletJetd o.Tpitnl in lO.'iS A.D. 'I'he I.ni I\oi nnd In.'^eript ions 
on Ir<>n I’iilnr .are the imimitnrnt.c of I.ip time. TJit* other 
Hindu fort of Itrii Pithorn huili hy I’ritlivi Itnj Chtiuhtm 
w.TP huilt in ne.ar nhout 1 ISO A D. 

The event of 12th century raw the rt plnrimdit of 
the Hindu rule hy the luuplim rule. In l‘J.'>0 A D. Qutub- 
ttd.J.Jin prorhiitiied himself to he the lir.^t emperor of the 
4Slavo dynnpty who huilt pevernl nioP(p!t‘.‘< with the 
mnteriftlp itiid in plncep of Hindu temple.^. KInIji dynn.sty 
.succeeded tlio Slave dynnpty in l2i'U .A.D. J.aInhud'Din 
ICliilji w-jip its founder nnd wnp np.snp.siiintfd by hie own 
nephew Alri'ud'Din KhiIJi who proved to he a sueecppful 
nnd powerful ruler. He Imilt Aln-ud Din Dnrwnz.n near 
Qutub Alinnr- The uneoinjiletcd AH Min.ar which intended 
to be bippir than Qutub Miiuir, ip nbo hi« great work 
which could not he conipieled due to his death. After 
Ivhilji dynasty Tughil;« <1320— MI2), Saytds (1-114— 
1451), and I.odics (1451 — 1.52(5) ruled I'lelhi leaving 
monunjcnt.s Ptich ns Tuglnk Fort, I..odi Tomb and gardens 
and I'eroz Shah Kotla in which the great A.choka Pillar 
stands. 

Then came ^Tughals. Babar, the first of the Mtigbnl 
emperors, left little mark on Delhi. His successor, 
nmnayun, was rcspousiblc for Purana Qila, the lltb 
Capital, the 0th and iOlh being Khizrabnd nnd Mubarak* 
abnd, the Saiyed creations, of which little Q.tujiothing 
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exists. Sher Shah Suri, who ousted Humayun from 
Delhi for some years was also to a great extent responsi- 
bie for Parana Qila. 

The Mughal emperors,- Akbar and Shahjahan chose 
for the most part of their building talents, Agra and 
elsewhere rather in Delhi ; but it is Shahjahan th^at we 
owe the Red Fort. This walled city, which must have 
been, one of the most impressive, exteriors in the world, 
was built by Shahjahan in 1639 and was called Shah- 
jahanabad, Aurangzeb, Shahjahan’s successor, was a sort 
of Mughal twilight and on a rapid sweep there is little to 
catch the eye until we come to New Delhi of Lutyens and 
Baker. 

Delhi has often been captured. It was sacked by 
Taimur, the Mughal, in I'Jfe'by Nadir Shah the 
Persian, in 1739 ; and by Ahmed Shah Durrani, the 
Afghan, in 1766^ In 1771, theMaratha Chief, Madho Rao 
Scindia, captured Delhi and the Marathas held it till 
1803, when General Lake defeated Louis Bourquien, 
commanding troops of Daulat Rao, gaining possession of 
Delhi and of the .family and person of the King Shah 
Alam. In October 1804, Delhi was beseiged by the 
Maratha Jaswant Rao Holfcar, but was successfully 
defended by Colonel William Burn. From that time till 
1857, the old Capital of India remained in the possession 
of the British. The Last King Bahadur Shah succeeded 
]n 1837, and was about 80 years old when the Mutiny 
broke out and with his death at Rangoon, in 1862, the 
Mughal dynasty disappeared. 

Delhi, which since the yea-r 1193 A.D., has been ruled 
by two queens and some seventy kings now has its first 
republican regime — thanks to that great leader and Father 
of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, Fifty years ago, Delhi’s 
population was secarcely two hundred thousand. It was 
' about eight times that number which acclaimed the ins- 
tallation of their first President of the Republic of India, 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad on January 26, 1950. 



“RED FORT” 

LAL OILA 

Tljif ninssivo fort is llie most nmgnificfnt of nil Indian 
Toynl palftcos. It is n rod sandstone building with mighty 
walls surmounted by fitjo towers. Tliis fort wns built by 
the most fnnuujs Muglml Kmporor Shnh dchnn on the 
rijiht bank of river •litmn.a, on the onstorn side of the city 
nnd near Ciinnrlni Chowl:. 

.Shah dohnn, after reictiing nt Agrn for 1 1 ycar.s deci- 
ded to tmnfor his cnpital ngnin to Delhi owing to the 
lack of sjjaee, narrow streets. K.xcecsive heat jind utilcvcl- 
od ground there. The foundation stone of the fort was 
laid jji 1CI19 .A.l). and it w.as eoinpletecl after 9 yoar.s nnd 
o months nl an efitimated cost of 9 crorcs of rupees. The 
Cliicf Stiperintendeut of the work imdcr whose supervision 
the fort nnd itj buildings were complcte<l, wns the re- 
nowned nrchitoct Mukrammut Khan. 

The fort is an irregular octagonal in plan, with it.s two 
lone .sides on the cast nnd we.st nnd six smaller ones on 
the north nnd south. Its circumference is about one nnd 
« half miles, with length from north to south 3200 feet 
and breadth from east to west ISOO feet. On the river 
front tlie walls nro 90 feet in lieight while on the land side 
they are 75 feet above the ground level. The ditch 
around it is 75 feet wide and 30 feet deep, which wns 
filled with water during the war time. 

After completion of the fort the Emperor Shnh Jehnn 
entered it with n great gorgeous retinue. Prince Darn 
scattered Jewels, gold nnd silver coins over his father's head 
till he reached the inner gate. All the Palace buildings 
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were nlrciwly dccorntofl. Thf* floorn wore covered witlj* 
ninpniliccnt cnr|)ct8 nnd ceilinpp, walls and colonndcs, 
were wrapped with fine liroente, silk nnd velvet. A 
gorgeous Shaviipnva, costing one Inltli of rupees wns 
eupported by 51000 strong Jarraflifi. Tlie Emperor gave- 
nlma with open heart. Princes, ladies of the Iltnm,. 
Ministers nnd others gained precious gifts and big titles, 
nnd illukrarnmat Khan received the high rank of Punch 
JJttznri. 

Red Fort is indeed a verj' plain nnd unnssuining nnrac^ 
but in its good old days of departed glotj' it bore great 
nnmes, Shah Jehnn nnd Aurnngzcb called it Qila-e- 
M-ubaral:' or the fortunate citadel. In tli's time of Aknr 
Shah II and Rnhndur Shah it was named ns ‘Qila-c^ 
Mullah' or the fort of exalted dignity. 

Ko one can describe the grandeur of the fort during- 
the days of Mughals ns after that it has undergone many 
vicissitudes. In 1710, the fort nnd its building 'were 
greatly damaged by earthquake shocks ; in 1739 Nadir 
Shah carried away the famous Peacock Throne nnd the 
Palace Treasure to Persia ; in 17.^'0 serious havoc was 
wrought by Marntha and Jnt assaults ; in 1798 dreadful 
Robilla, named ns Gulara Qader set fire to the fort and 
withdrew ; finally after the Mutiny of 1 857 many gardens 
'and buildings of fort were demolished. Though the 
fort has greatly been reduced in size and spelndour it i& 
worth careful visit as it still contains many interesting 
sites. ■ . . 

Many historical events occurred in this Fort. Three 
eventful courts were constituted in it, the first case was- 
of the last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah in 1858, the- 
second was of the heroes of the Indian National Army and' 
the third was of assassin of Mahatma Gandhi. The long 
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felt desire of the Indinrs \ras faliiled on the iSthe August^ 
1947, when the National Tricolor was niifurled by the|- 

Prime Minister. Shri Jawnharlal Nehin on the Fort, and 

) 

since then every year on this day the Tri-colour is unfurl- 
ed by the Prime Minister. 

The Fort has two main entrances named as Lahore- 
Gate and Delhi Gate. The Lahore Gate is in its western 
wall and the Delbi Gate is in its southern wall. Dcsides 
these there are three pates and two windows more, but of 
little importance. (Delhi Gate is now closed to the 
general public). 

Lahore Gate — The main entrance 

This most important gate faces Chandni Chowk the 
famous thoroughfare of the city. In the Mughal days- 



Lahore Gate 


there used to be held a festival known as .Mecno Bazar 
before this gate. The entrance arch is flanked by crown- 
ed towers, while between these is a screen of chJiatris„ 
crowned by seven marble domes and terminated by 
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•tapering minarets. Emperor Aurangzeb erected'barbarioans 
.as an additional protection to the Fort. When Shah Jehan 
came to know of this, he wrote him regarding these bar- 
baricans that : “You have made the Fort a ‘bride, and set 
A .veil before her face.” 

Delhi Gate 

As the face of this Gate is towards old Delhi it is 



Delhi Gate 

famous by the name of Delhi Gate. Its construction is 
•similar in design to that of Lahore Gate. 

Elephant Gate 

On the second entrance of Delhi Gate there stand 
two splendid Black Elephants of probably actual size on 
■each side which are of much interest. Originally here 
were the figures of two Rajput heroes, Jaimal and Fattah, 
Tiding on two elephants which were destroyed by Emperor 
Aurangzeb. In 1856 A D. 12-5 pieces of these were found- 
.ed underground. After combination of which one ele- 
phant was formed. Later on two elephants of the same 
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style were set up by the order of Lord Cnrzon in 1003 nnd 



nifpliant Giile 

these pieces were placed in the museum (Mumtnz Mahal). 
Chhatta Chowlc 

Passing through the Lahore Gate one will find a vault- 
ed hall measuring -OS feet in length nnd 27 feet in width. 
On both sides of the roadway, there are 30 shops in two 
storeys. It is said that it was the design chosen by 
Shah Jehnn himself. 

In the open courtyard (2,0C0 sq. feet square), which is 
in front of the Chhatta Cliowk, there was a beautiful tank 
in the centre, with a strong balcony at its four sides. It 
is said that from this courtyard up to the Delhi Gate 
there was a market for officers of low rank. Now one finds 
here only a circular grassj' round. 

Naubat Khana 

After Passing by the grassy round one finds himself 
beneath a two-storeyed building. It is about 99 feet long 
and GS feet ■wide. Five times a daj' the Royal Band used 
to play in this lofty hall ; on Sunday, "Sacred day to the 
Sun” and Saturday (the day of the week on which the 
king was born) the music was kept up the whole day in 




(in 

dny.'i. Tliroiifrij the cnlrniiof, none coulf] pass 
Jilmintf-fl cxticpt I'flncc.-! of <hfi Blood. Tho visitors 



Sttubat Khaufi 

-Imro to pass tliroiiglj this enirence in order to see the 
I pidaccs of the Fort. 

[Diwan*i.Am 

This red 8an<l*Btonc building stands on a plinth of 
‘stone 4 feet high. Its original courtyard was 500 feet 



Divian-i-Am 
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long and 300 feet 'wide. It is enclosed by arcaded clois- 
ters, which were brilliantly gilted and brightly decorated 
'with flowers. The hall was well decorated with 
historical pictures. A beautiful golden railing was flsed 
around this building. In front of the Emperor’s seat was 
hung a Sliamiyana with a border of pearls on its four sides 
and golden embroidery work set with jewels in the centre. 
'Qursi, the Emperor’s Seat 

In the centre of the front wall inside the Diwan-i-Am, 
10 feet hight from the ground is a marble recess. On its 
front wall is the mosaic work of Austin de Bordeaux, a 
French artist of genius, representing beautiful birds, 
flowers and fruits in the most natural manner. At the 
time of the Mutiny in 1857 a good many of these jewels 
and stones were picked out. 

Below the throne is a marble dais measuring some 7 
feet by S-feet, standing on which the Wazir told the 



Qursi, the Emperor's Seat 

foreign news and presented the applications to the Em- 
peror. It front of the throne' of Wazir was the space 
' reserved for other Rajas, Omrahs and Arnbassadors. The 
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outer platform knovr as Oulla Bari was reserved for the- 
minor officials and the public. 

Daily in the morning, at the presence of the Emperor- 
the Royal Darbar was held here. Eirst of all the royal 
armoured horses passed away before the Emperor. Then 
the elephants decorated with brocade and silver bells,, 
hanging on both sides of their backs in silver chains, 
seemed to be very charming. After that different kinds 
of hunting animals and birds were presented to the 
Emperor. After inspecting the army and other things, 
the Emperor heard the applications and did justice before 
the applicant and the defaulter. 

Lai Pardah 

To the left of the Dewan-i-Am was a gateway called 
the Lai Pardah, because a red curtain hung there. It 
was a great privilege to enter this gate. Only the Em- 
peror’s special favourities did so and they were called 
Lai Pardaris. 

Rang Mahal 

It is so called from the coloured decoration with 



Bang Mahal’ f Lotus 

which it was formerly adorned. .The building measres 
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153i feet 601 feet and its ceiling is decorated with 
flowers. The original ceiling was of silver and ornamented 
with golden flowers but in the reign of Farrukhshajar it 
was taken off and melted down. In the back wall of this 
building which is towards the river there are five beauti- 
ful screened windows from where Begums and princesses 
watched the elephant and wild-beast fights, which were 
held on the sandy ground. In the centre of the Rang 
Mahal is tank in which there is a beautiful lotus flower 
like a cusp of the marble. The sheets of water rising 
from the edges of the cusp, the waving of the plants and 
flowers under the dancing water would be nothing less 
than a scene of magic. It is said that the roof of the 
fountain was of glass and the reflection of the fountain 
seemed to bo very beautiful, Outside Rang Mahal is a. 
l:nnd of stone, in which the water of this tank fell. It is 
five yards square and 11 yards deep. 

Diwan.i Khas 

It is a magnificent marble pavilion standing on a 

feet high plinth. The ball is 90 feet by 67 feet and 



Diwan-i 

its ceiling is supported by rlfry-two richly 




pillars, inlaid with precious gems. Its original ceiling 
was of silver, valued at 29 lakhs of rupees, which was 
looted by Jats in 1779 A.D. Over an arch in the central 
hall the famous inscription in Persian letters runs as 
follows : — 

“If there he a paradise on the earth, 

It is this, it is this, it is this !“ 

It is an admitted fact that in those days this palace 
would not be less than heaven. The white marble dais, 
which formly stood in this central chamber, is said to 
have supported the famous Tahhie-Taaua of Shah Jehan. * 
This haven like Peacock Throne was completed in 7 years 
at a cost of 9 crores of rupees. The throne itself was 5 feet 
by 4 feet and was built of gold weighing 1 lakh Tolas. 
Its upper portion was inlaid with diamonds, rubbies, 
emerals, sapphires and other valuables gems and the 
lower one was of gold, set with topazes. On an enamelled 
tree one wonderful peacock, adorned with bright gems, 
was constructed. The ceiling of the throne was also set 
with diamonds and with a border of glorious pearls. 
Some fancy verses were written in it with green enamel. 
The throne was supported fay twelve emerald- coloured 
stones and to ascend the . throne a beautiful silver-made 
staircase was prepared. It is this wonderful throne 
which was carried off to Persia by Nadir Shah in 1739 and 
there it was melted down. , ' ' - 

It was here, . where the Emperor used to retire after 
his morning Darbar in Diwan-i- Am, for confidential dis- 
cussions with the privileged few. 

Many political events occurred in the Diwan-i-Khas 
and it seems that .this building was built to witness many 
colourful scenes and tragedies. It was here that the 
splendid Darbar of the Emperor Shah Jehan was held ; it 
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was here that the Doctor of East India Company got 37 
villages and the order of free custom on the company’s 
goods as a reward for the successful treatment of the 



Emperor : it was here that Aurangzeb murdered his two 
brothers Dara and Murad ; it was hero that Nodir Shah 
restrained Mohmmed Shah and robbed off from him the 
famous diamond Kohi-i-noor, the Peacock Throne and the 
State treasure ; it was hero that Ghulam Qadir struck out 
Emperor Shah Alam’s eyes and dashed his son to pieces ; 
it was here that Mahadcji Scindia got the Cow safety 
Order and other high titles from Shah Alam as a reward 
for bringing Ghulam Qadir as a prisoner : it was here that 
Shah Alam received his rescuer Lord Lake ; it was here 
that the old Emperor Bahadur Shah was tried. In 1911 
Emperor Geroge V also held a Darbar in Diwan-i-Ehas. 
In fact this building is bound up with innumerable his- 
torical events. 

Khas Mahal 

On the northern side- of Diwan-i-Khas is the set of 
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three marble apartments, communicating With one an- 
other, TaaTibi-Rliana or the house of worship, EJiawab Oak 
or the bed chamber, and Baithuh or the conversation 


houses. 

Nahar-i.Bahisht or Stream of Paradise, which runs 
amidst these palaces dividing these in two equal parts. 
The magnificence of these palaces in the Mughal . days is 
indescribable, when^^ven now, without any decoration 
they seem to be so l^autiful. 


of Justice 

the middle of Tashbi-Khana and Khawab 6ah is 

the Scale of Justice with 
moon and stars inlaid 
in gold over the beauti- 
full carved marble 
■ screen. The Emperor 
made it in order to show 
that his Justice was 
weighed like a scale. 
Here is the most highly 
ornamented screen and 
nothing can exceed the 
general poetry of the 
design. It is said that 
outside the Khawab- Gah 
a curtain was hiing and. 
a rhaposdist relate the 



Scale of Justice tales in a loud voice as 

lull to sleep for the Emperor. 

Hammam or Royal Bath 

Hear the Diwan-i.Khas are the Hammams, the bath 
?oom8 for the Royal famil'< . . There are , three main 


4 
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Apartments divided by passages. The first room facing 
the river was the dressing room and perfumed fountains 
•were played here day and night. The second apartment 
has central basin for hot and cold baths as desired. There 



Hammam or Royal Bath 

•was a silver jet in the centre of the tank which was per- 
fumed with rose water. The windows of these rooms were 
fitted with dark green coloured glasses. The third apart- 
ment was used for the hot baths only. Water was heated 
with the heating aparatus whieb is built in the west wall 
and 120 maunds of fire- wood was required for its heating. 
All these appartments were beautifully parted with mar- 
ble and inlaid with precious stones. 

Saxnman Burj 

In the east of Khwab-Gah is a tower, crowned by an 
octagonal dome. Its cupola now covered with lime 
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pinfitcr WTAB once cnncd 
with golden polls ehed 
copper. In the Mughal 
times here the Emperor 
came daily at the dawn 
to salute the. rising sun 
and in turn received 
the salutation of his 
subject!'. This custom 
was pcrlbrmed regular 
ly without fail even if 
the Emperor fell ill. 
In 1011, their Imperial 
Majesties, King George 
V and .Queen Marry, 
also appeared from the 
balcony of Samman 
Burj to have the solu- 
tation of the wating crowd gathered on the ground 
between the Fort and river Jumna. 




Interior Samman Burj 
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Motx Masjid on Pearl Mosqne 

On the northern side of Hammam is the Moti Masjid, 
built in 1602 by Aurangzeb, for the Eoynl family, at a 
cost of 1 lakh and CO thousand rupees. The mosquo is 
built of white marble on a plinth of feet of height 
measuring some 40 feet by .30 feet and 20 feet high. Its 



‘ Moli Mat-jid 

entrance is made of thoroughly brass small gate of hand- 
some design. The original domes of the mosque were 
made of heavily gilted copper which were destroyed 
during the mutiny and later on these marble domes were 
added. 

Hayaat Baksh Garden 

This was the excellent garden which used to display 
of its beautiful flower beds of various green plants and 
innumerable fountains in its glorious days. Now only a 
half of the original garden area exists as half of its west- 
ern portion has now been occupied by the military bar- 
racks. In the centre of the garden was the tank which was 
decorated with 49 silver Jets and besides these there werp 
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ll2 silver Jets more which- played round it; /On four' 
sides of the tank there were 6 yards broad channels with 
30 playing fountains; in each. 

Sawan and Bhadon , 

In Hayaat Baksh Garden there are two water pavi- 
lions, known as *Sawan’ and ‘Bhadon*. The Sawan is 
situated to the north and is named after the first month 
of the rainy season. The Bhadon to the south of the 



Sawan 

garden is named . after the second month of the rainy 
season. In the walls of these pavilions there are tanks. 
Through the water-ways water was constantly bursting 
forth gracefully, and looking as the rain fell in the first 
and second months of the rainy season. In the nitebes, 
flower vases were placed during the day lighted- tapers at 
night which appeared like twinkling stars. 

Zafar Mahal or Jal Mahal 

Between the Sawan and Bhadon a red sand- stone 
pavilion lies^ in the centre of the main tank. It was 
built by the last Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah, and. 
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3ie named it after his poetical name ‘Zafar’. Towards 
the east of this building was a. wooden bridge as its 


/ 



Zafar Mahal or Jal Mahal 

■entrance 'Which has disappeared. 

^Shah Burj or King’s Tower 

This building is situated at the eastern corner of the 
fort and is 63 feet by 32 feet. Here the Emperor had 
secret talks with his Ministers. The centre of its northern 
■wall is occupied by a marble water case which slopes into 
a, ‘scolloped’ marble basin. Formerly it was crowned by 
■a domed cupola. 



Shah Burj or King’s Tower 
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Hira Mahal 

The small white marble building is situated opposite 
to Zafar Mahal; It measures 22^ feet by 19^ feet and 
has three open arches on each side. It was built in 1842 
by the last Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah, in order to 
enjoy the river scene from this place. ' 

Nahr.i'Bahisht . 

Originally, this canal was brought by Eeroz Shah, in 
1291, from the river Jumna near Xhizrabad, a distance 
of 60 miles and the Emperor Shah Jehan re>started it. 
It is said that the Emperor had ordered for putting some 
beautiful fishes into it with gold wings on their heads^ It 
fed the palaces with many streams which .filled their tank 
and played their fountains. 

Mnmtaj Mahal ' 

In its days of glory it was one of the apartment for 
the Royal Princesses and wa;S called as 'Chhota* Rang 
Mahal. After the Mutiny it.was used as a military prison 
and sargient’s mess and owing to those reasons its original 
appearance has been changed. At present it is being 
used as the Archaeological Museum. 

Maseums 

There are two museums in the Fort. The Indian war 
memorial museum, which is at the, eastern side of the 
Chatta Chowk, was set up after the -,war of 19^-18 and 
contains stamps, photos, coins ■ and 'arm'oury . and war 
material. It is on the second storey of .‘Naubat-Khana. 

Delhi museuin -stands on the south of Rang Mahal, 
where there was-Mumtaz Mahal in the Mughal days. Here 
specimens of old manuscripts, pictures, dresses, swords, 
etc.,' of the Mughal times are exhibited. 



Salim Garh 

Between the Fort and the river is a citadel, known aff- 
Salim Garh which was built in 154C by Snlim Shah, son 
and successor of Sher Shah Suri. When Emperor 
Humayun again returned to Delhi, he changed its name- 
as Nahar Garh as he tlid not want to let remain bis 
enemy’s name any more. Jahangir in 1G2C, connected 
this stronghold by means of a bridge. During Mughal 
days Salim Garh served the jmrposc of a State prison. 
Aurangzeb kept his brothers Darn Sbikoh and Murad here 
in prison. It was hero that Emperor Shah Alam was- 
imprisoned, after being blinded by Gulani Qadir. The 
citadel which once had a great splendour seems today in 
a very poor condition. 

Entrance and Time to the Red Fort 

The Fort remains open from 9 a.m. to 5 P.u. 

A foe of 20 P. is charged for an adult and children 
below the age of 15 are allowed free of charge. Fort 
museums close IS minutes before the Fort closes. 

Jama Masjid, Delhi 

It is situated about a quarter mile from the fort on a- 
rocky eminence, called, Juajalpahnr. It is the most 
famous mosque in the world and is rivalled only by that 
at Fatehpure Sikri. It is built of red sandstone, similar 
to the Fort. It is 200 ft. in length and 120 ft. in width 
and the centre portion of the dome is 201 ft. high and is- 
flanked by two minars 130 ft. high built in alternate 
vertical strips of red sandstone and white marble each, 
containing 130 steps. There are three gatv.- ' m the 




Jama Masjid 

mosque, the east gateway being the largest. Each gate- 
way is made accessible by long wide flights of stone steps, 
39 steps facing the north gateway, 35 steps facing the 
east gateway and 33 facing the south gateway. It was 
built by the Emperor Shahjehan at a cost of ten crores 
of rupees. The work was begun in 1 644 and for five 
years no less than 6,000 workmen were daily employed 
in it. It was finally completed by Aurangzeb in 1668 
and was repaired in 1817, 1851, 1900 and 1966. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Samadhi 
On the ground of Raj Ghat, at a distance of 4 furlongs 
outside the Delhi Gate lies the Samadhi. On 31st Jan. 
1948, the next day of the Father of Nation’s assassina- 
tion his funeral cremation was done. Since then the' 
deserted ground turned up into a national monument. 
The Samadhi lies within a charming and beautiful garden, 
on every Friday evening a prayer is held. 








Samadhi nf Oandhi Ji 

which arc respectively the hirlh and death dates of 
Father of Nation. 

Shnnti Van 

This is the place situated at a distance of about ono 
furlong from Raj Ghat. On 2Sth May lflG4, the next 
day our first Prime Minister Shri Jawalmr Lai Nehru’s 
death his funeral cremation was done. Since then the 
desterted place has turned into a national monument and 
prayers arc lield on special occasions. 

Feroz Shah Kotia 

Kushnk.i-Fcrozshah popularly known ns Feroz Shah 
Kotia stands on tho Mathura Road, just outside Delhi 
Gate, Delhi. The citadel of the historic citj^ of Feroz - 
abad bounded by a 30 ft. high wall, ^vas built in the year 
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Ghandni Ghowk 

Ghandni Gbowk is a famous main Bazar of old Delhi. 
It has a striking landmark, the Fountain. It has market 
of gold and silver craftsmanship in Indian Jewellery and 
other sundry articles. At the beginning of the Bazar 
there is Lajpat Bai Market which accommodates a large 
number of businessmen who migrated to Delhi just after 
the Independence of India. The following landmarks 
are worthy of mention : — 

(1) Digambcr Jain Lai Mandir. This Temple is 
situated at the Eastern-end of the Ghandni Ghowk in 
front of the Red Fort. The Temple was built in 1656 
A.D. It ad Is grace and sancity to Delhi Gity. The 
Ghief image is placed on the Gentral altar. The interior 
of the sanctuary is profusely painted gilded and carved 
depicting unusual delicacy and beauty. An absorbing 
unit of the temple is the Bird’s Free Hospital. 

(2) Garni Shanker Temple. It is a sacred place of 
worship of the Hindus. The building is composed of 
w'hite sandstone and marble. A new hall has been added 
to the temple. In the temple precincts there are the 
idols of God — Shiva and his consort Parbati, Laksbmi 
and Harain— Lord Krishna and Radha and Jumna ji' 

(3J Gnrdwara Sisganj. It is a sacred place of the 
Sikhs, erected to mark the traditional site of the martyr* 
dom of their Guru Tegh Bahadur. 

(4) - Fountain. It is a typical monument of the 
western style, built of red sandstone. 

(5) Sunahri Mosque stands near Sisganj Gurdwara. 
The beautiful mosque has gilded domes and minarets. 

(6) Town Hall housing the offices of the Delhi 
Municipal Gorporation, is the centre of Givic Administra* 
tion of Delhi, The building was built in 1866 A.D. 

(7) Fatehpuri Mosque stands at the western end of 
Ghandni Ghowk- It is built of red sandstone paved 

. with black and white marble tiles. The mosque was 
constructed in 1650 A.D. by Begum, Fatehpuri, one;^*” 



The temple contains separate temples for Shri Lakshmi 
Narain in the middle, God Shiva to the right , and Shri 
Durga to the left. . Adjacent to the same on one side, is 
Gita Bhawan containing.a grand arid attractive statue of 
Shri Bhagwan Krishna and the beautiful paintings from 
that immoral epic of Mahabharta. On the other side of 
the central structure is an excellent temple of the Bhag- 
wan Buddha. Here too, are wall paintings from his life 
and teachings. There is also a guest house, a library, a 
reading room etc. 

On the walls and upper gallery, there are numerous 
wonderful paintings and epitomes of all the great teach- 
ings of Hinduism. The fresco paintings are done by the 
artists of Jaipur and the sculptured panels are by stone- 
masons from Jaipur who are wee bit better the' fresco 
paintings. 

Here all Hindus, i.e., the followers of the different 
branches of Hindu (Arya) Dharma, including Sanataniets, 
Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains may participate in the daily wor- 
ship Satsang and Kirlan in consonance with the conven- 
tions of the temple in mutual harmony and goodwill. 
The temple is open to all Hindus including Harijans sub- . 
jecb to the condition of cleanliness, full faith and sincere 
devotion. The foreign tourists who are interested in 
Arya Dharma can visit the temple subject to the condi- 
tion of purity. 

The back side adjoining the ridge has been converted 
into an artificial and miniature mountain scenery. The 
garden contains caves, scenes of falls, canopies, yagyor 
shala, etc., all which present a grand spectacle. 

Parliament House 

Its circulated fice nearly half a mile in circumference 
with a conditionous open colonade and columns of the 
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purest creamy sand-stone, 27 ft. high all round in the 
Verandah it really most picturesque. This is the home 



Parliament House 

of the Lok Sabha and is also the meeting place of 
Bajya Sabha. The foundation stone was laid by His 
Boyal Highness the Duke of Oannaught in 1921 and 
was opened by Lord Irwin on 18th, Jan. 1927. There 
are three main separate chambers which redicate from 
the central hall of the building : 1st is Legislative As- 
sembly with an accomodation capacity of 400 members, 
2nd State Council with a capacity of 200 members and 
the 3rd with an accommodating capacity of 120 members^ 
Each chamber has its own “Padha” gallery and commitee 
room. Eountains, waterways and gardens separate cham- 
bers from one another. Special permission is necessary for 
visitors. A shining] view can be obtained seeing the 
reflection in the tank. 

Secretariats 

The Secretariats, adjoining the President’s House, 
the foundation stones laid by their Majesties in 1911 at 
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'the darbar site can be seen in the red sand-stone vaulted 
- chambers at the base of the two turrets. 



Secretariats 


This was designed by Sir Herbert Baker and was 
completed at a cost of one , and three quarters crores of 
rupees in«1929. It is next in excellence to the political 
buildings to the President House and possibly the 
greatest state office building in the world. This con- 
sists of two great blocks, the north and the south. Bach 
block is surmounted by a dome» 217 feet high from the 
lowest level of the ground that is only 21 feet lower than 
Kutab Minar. ' 

The building consists of about one thousand rooms and 
approximately eight miles or carridors with an air condi- 
tioning plant, which cools the summer air and warms the 
winter air, is a noteworthy- feature of great usefulness. 
Over the main entrance to Secretariats, both north and 
south, some apt aphorism are inscribed. 
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The interior decoration of the Secretariat is no less 
imposing than its splended exterior. North Block contains 
some beautiful and interesting paintings depicting know- 
ledge, justice, war and peace, spirits of the age dancing 
music and the South Block of the four castes of India, 
holy and sacred cities are shown of every ism and the 
emblems of the old kings. 

Rashtrapati Bhawan 

Rashtrapati Bhawan, known till independence the 
Viceroy’s House, has a rare touch of dignity and looks 
grand as seen from the stately facade. It is one of the 
most beautiful palaces of the world, and covers the same 
areas as the Trafalgar Square of London. Built of red and 
white sand-stone it stands on an estate of total area of 
33o acres, including 12 acres of gardens. It contains 
miles of corridors, 340 rooms, 227 columns, 35 loggies, 
37 fountains. Its inside furnishings are all of Indian 
material and its interior decorations leave an indelible 
impression. 

Rashtrapati Bhawan 
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' - . ‘Basbtrapati Bhawan .consists, of ' a central block sur- 

• mounted by a copper dome (177 feet above the roadway) 

■ and four wings. Thirty-two broad ■ steps lead to the 
> portico and the main entrance to - the Darbar Hall. The 

■ Hall is in the form ' of a circular marble court, 76 ft. in 
diameter.' Groups' of yellow marble 'pillars support the 
dome. The Eashtrapati's Seat faces the main entrance 
and' commands- a view of the approach along-Kiing way 
and the massive War Memorial 'Arch in the distance. On 

. the right of the Hall is the State Library. A drawing-room 
, (38 ft. square) lead to the Ball room, opposite the main 

• entrance to which is a large drawing room (105 ft. long 

■ 24 ft. wide). Next to this is the State "Dining Boom, 
panelled in dark wood and hung with portraits of former 
Governors-General and viceroys. At one end of heading 
for the East, the coats of arms of the Dominions are 
carved on the base.. In the centre of the Court is the 
Jaipur Commemorative Column, a gift of the late Maha- 
raja of Jaipur. In the Great Palace are are statues of five 
Viceroys. 

At the back of the palace is an Indian garden, a com- 
bination of Hindu and Mughal styles, which when illumi- 
nated at night looks heavenly. 

India Gate, New Delhi 

India War Monument is in the memory of the Great 
War 1914-18. Its foundation stone was laid by H,E.H. 
The Duke of Connaught, in 1921 and opened by Lord 
Irwin^ The inscription reads "To the dead of the Indian 
armies who fell honoured in France and Flanders, Meso* 
potamia and Persia, East Africa, Gallipoli and elsewhere 
in the near and the far east and in sacred memory also 
of those whose names are recorded and who fell in 
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National Stadium 

National Stadium, recently built, where Asian Games 
vere >1' < »! 19ol. It can nccommodnte about /iO, 000 
person. Open air foik-dnnces from nj! oarts ofUm 

tliolart»»*orj.„„„,j. rrcty jc«r. )„ the ono„ p„ri- 
boyond the Wet Memorial waa hoisted on the rth 
Angnst 047, the green, rvhite and orange ilae of 

:s:an?nei:^ 

Radio Station, New Delhi 

b,r°af”'''‘‘'“®'‘"° Service is organised 

bytheill,„,stry of Information and BroadeaaU^.*^ 



Radio Slalion 

building of its own kind stands in' Parliament Street, New 
Delhi. It consists of 14 studios in all. The structure is 
a specimen of the modern architecture in red. 

jantar Mantar 

Jantar Mantar is situa.ted on Parliament Street near 
Connaugt Place, New Delhi. The astronomical obser- 
vatory commonly known as Jantar Mantar was cons- 
tructed in' 1724 A,D. by Raja Jai Singh of Jaipur. The 
observatory having four dilferont astronomical instru- 
ments, in spite of their crude construction in brick and 
mortar is a remarkable monument of scientific and 
historic value and forms a dignified feature of New 
Delhi. The observatory has extensive grassy lawns 
around it and the w’hblc spot is a popular place for 
picnic and recreation. 

To the ordinary mn,n, the structures inside the Jantar 
Mantar would look like a little puzzling but certainly 
not un-interesting because they possess a simple geomet- 
rical beauty of their own based on astronomy. 
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The observatory consists of a group of sis curiously 
shaped huge masonry structure whicli were devised 



Jantar Mantar 


to study and observe celestial phenomena, the location 
and the movements of the Sun, the Moon and the other 
celestial bodies. 

of the Instruments No. of Struchires. 

1. Samrat Yantm ... 1 

2. llam Yantra ... 2 

3. .Taya Prnkash Yantra ... 2 

4. Misra Yantra ... 1 

Connaught Place 

Connaught Place which could with better reasons be 
more appropriately styled ns “Connaught Circus.” It is 



pJlufttocl ifi New Delhi not very for from Modem Delhi. 
Tin's to comincrnorntc the memory of His Koyal High- 
ness tho Diiko of Coniiatiglii who visited India in 1020. 
It is indend tho most fashionable shoping centre of tho 
Imperial Capital and is tindouhtlj' one of the most 
beautiful spots in tho world so bcnutiftiliv planned and so 


Connaught Place 

well built. Many institutions are settled here. It is 
circular in appearance, consisting of tho inner circle 
and tho outer circle. The radius of the inner circle is 
about 947 feet. The outer road is 160 feet wide and the 
service road is 52. 

In the centre there is band stand surrounded by a 
fair ring of beautiful lawn. Tlmugh Connaught Circus 
appears circular close observation shows that it is more 
like a horse shoe in design. 

Safdarjang’s Tomb 

Sai^darjung’s Tomb is the last of the great Mughal 
tomb’s. Safdarjung was the second Nawab of Oudh and 






succeded his uncle Saadat Khan in 1739. The tomb 
stands in a beuatiful garden, about five miles from Delhi 
city on the vray to Kutab and was commenced in 1763, 
the year of the death of safdarjung. The mausoleum 
stands on a raised terrace. Its central hall, 40 ft. high 
supports a bulbous dome with marble minarets. 



Safdarjung’s Tomb 
% 

The Mausoleum stands on a raised terrace at the end 
of a paved walk once with a water channel. It is 90 ft. 
square of three storeys, with fawn-coloured stone work. 
Its central hall, 43 ft. high, supports a bulbous dome 
with marble minarets. In the central chamber is the 
carved cenotaph, and in the chamber below are two 
earth graves. The view from the top of the roof is 
extensive. 
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Qiitub Minar 

xvncliinp tiie movements of the rntiks of ngcrosi>or3 and 
now keeping an eye upon the activities of the inhabitants 
of Delhi and its subrnhs. Although the Minor had been 
damaged bj' lightning and earthquake many a time, yot 
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its magnificance is fascinating the minds of the people 
coming from far and wide. 

There are reasons to believe that the Qutub was once 
called Prithvi Stambh as it was the creation of Samra5 
Prithvi Raj Chanhan, the last Hindu ruler of India. The 
inspiration to the creation of the Min'ar for the Ohauhan 
Emperor was to respond the good wishes of his wife wha 
wanted to have a daily sight of the sacred river Jamuna 
from its bights. Following are the views which espouse 
the cause of its being a Hindu structure ; 

(1) The gateway of its first storey faces to the north 
as it was traditionally the method of construct* 

^ ing Hindu buildings, hut the doors on the other 

storeys of the Minar are facing towards East 
which is purely Muslim style of construction, 

(2) The Muslims always get their buildings based on 
high wide chabutras which is contrary to the 
Hindu style. There is no such chabutra as can 
be seen distinctly under another Minar nearby 
it indeed to be built by Ala-ud-din Khilji. 

(3) On minutely seeing one can note kanguras exist 
in the first storey indicating bells and other 
signs of Hindu religion which were never adopted 
by the Muslims. 

The titles of sultans and the verses from the Quran 
which are inscribed on it are the creation of a later 
period. However, Qutub-ud>din Aibak refasioned it into 
a Muslim style in 1200 A.D. 

Qutub.ud-din Aibak was the slave, army commander’ 
and the viceroy of Muhizz-ud- din Muhammad Gtori ’ 

V 



Sam, King of Ghazni. To celecrate his decisive' victory 
over the Bajput forces of the Chauhan King in A.D. 1192 
on-the field of Tarain, by Muhammad Ghori Qutub-d-din 
Aibak commenced the minar according to one of the 
inscription which runs : “Amirs, of Amir; Commander- 
in>Cbief, the Chief in the State Qutb.” This Minar is an 
■adjunct to the 'mosque called Quwwatu-l-Islam. The 
purpose of its erection was twofold : to overawe the 
infidels and to sound the azam from its height. 

In the days of Qutb-ud>din Aibak the Minar could be 
constructed, may-reshaped not more than its first storey 
only. It was Shamsu-d*din Altamash, the Turk of Albari 
tribe and slave successor and son* in-law of his slave 
master Qutb*ud-din Aibak to have the credit of super* 
imposing the second and third storeys upon it in 1210 
A,D. Rest of the storeys with .cupola are the addition by 
Kiroze Shah Tughlak in 1367 A.B. 

It is said that once the Minar bad seven storeys in all 
attaining a height of 300 feet. But now there have been 
remained five storey only. There are 379 circular stone 
steps leading to its height, z.e., 233 feet 8 inches. The 
height of each storey consisting a number of steps is as 
under : — 


Storey 

Height 

No. of Steps 

First or the 



lowest storey 

. 96 ft. 

156 

Second storey 

50 ft. 8| in. ■ 

78 

Third storey 

40 ft. 3^ in. 

62 

Fourth storey 

26 ft. 4 in. 

42 

Fifth storey 

22 ft. 4 in. 

41 

Total 

233 ft. 8 in. 

379 steps 
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nnd tho fifth atorcyfi mnrblc too vrm utliBCd. On the 
top of the fifth Blorcy there wns a cupola 12 ft. 10 in 
high. It wne damaged hy lightning nnd was repaired by 
Sikandnr Lodhi in l.'iOS, A.D. In IfiOS the cupola was 
dc.stroycd nnd thrown down by an earthquake. But it 



Knran Carving on the Minor 

was again replaced by Major Bobort Smith, an Executive 
Engineer in 1S2S at a cost of Bs. 17,000. Finally, in 18JS 
A.D. Lord Hardingc removed it and now it is placed 
near the' Qutiib Miner. 

On tho gateway of each storey there is an inscription, 
the translation of which goes like this. 

On the entrance doorway — 

“The Prophet (on whom ho God’s blessing and peace) 
said, “He who builds a mosque for God, God will build 
for him a similar houses in paradises.’ This Minar during 
the reign of Sikandar Shah was injured and was restored 
as well as his upper storey were repaired in 1503.’’ 
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• ; ' Recording on - the doorw^ay of - the ■ second .storey is. 
translated as — 

... **The completion of this building was commanded by 
Altamish.” 

Over the gateway of the third storey — 

’’The creation of it was ordered during the reign of 
; Altamish.” 

; On the, fifth storey it is— 

“The edific built by Firoze Sultan.” No doubt this 
' great edific was constructed under the auspices and 
. patronage of most of the Muslim rulers, but the artistic 
skillness had been contributed.by the Hindu engineers and 
artisans. From . its heights the Landscape' of Delhi and, 

. New Delhi is worth seeing. Beaching upon its summit 
the Kings . and Sultans of Elhilji and Tughlak dynasties 
■watched the forces of their foes and friends. It is from 
> this height that Mahmud Tughlak saw. the camps of 
, Timur, the lame, ranked the site of the present aero- 
drome. . The visitors very much feel pleasure to see its 
carvings, stucture and grandeur. They make trips, over 
trips to visit it but never feel tired. 

) PLACES BOUND THEQUTUB MINAB 
■Q,awwata-l.Islam Mosque 

It is the earliest mosque (Mohammadan house to offer 
prayers) estant in India is situated just close to the 
Mihar at Delhi. The .mosque ' was called by the name 
■“Quw.watu.l-Islam,” which means “Might of Islam.” It 
■was .founded by Qatbu-d-din Aibak after wresting Delhi 
;from,>the.Chauhan chief on the site where once. there was 
a Hindu temple popularly known as Vishnu Mandir. 
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So far as the demolishing of the Hindu temple and 
constructing a mosque over its site is cocerned quota- 



Vishnu Temple {Prithvi Raj Temple) 


tions by some prominent critics are as under: — 


According to Ibn Batuta : 

“Before the taking of Delhi it had been a Hindu temple 
‘which the Hindus called Elbut-khana, but after the 
•event it was used as a mosque.” 

Lt. Col. H. A. Newell observes : 

“The walls are of Fathan, but the richly wrought 
•pillars are the spoils of Hindu, Jain and Buddhist shrines 
founded in its vicinity.” 


Cunningham writes : 

“Some of these pillars may still 
proper.” 


be seen in the 
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Ho further remarke : 

“To conceal Hindu decoration, every part of the mbs- 
quo was plastered and purposely ornamented ■with flowers 
and texts from the Quran and designs of various sorts. 
Time has, however, destroyed the plaster and the Hindu 
work is once exposed to view.'* 

Sir Henry Sharps says : 

“The trabeatc structure shows that the Aryans were 
employed in its erection, it was doubtless Hindu too who- 
covered the surface with an exquisite lace work of Tughre 
lettering and flowered patterns. The general effect is 
peculiar.” 

The mosque was constructed piecemeal in a rectangu* 
lar form measuring 160 ft.x75 ft. with the material taken 
from twenty-seven temples other than that of the 'demo- 
lished one known os Vishnu Mandir. Artistically carved 
pillars 35 ft. high are standing in five rows. For- the 
ladies to say prayer two rooms were constructed. Subse- 
quent additions and amendments were made by the 
emperors Altamish and Al-ud-din. 

From the architectural point of view this mosque is 
of great interest. The main entrance is a doomed gate. 
The prayer hall was screened off by a wall 8 ft. with a 
series of lofty arches. It was built of red and yellow 
sandstone. The faint and dimi impression of lace- work 
of delicate carving of Hindu workmanship still offers the 
elegance of the mosque. For more than thirty years it 
had been serving the purpose of a Jama mosque of the 
Sultans of Delhi. It is now in a complete ruin. But what 
is left has been carefully preserved by the .Archaeological 
Department. 
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The Iron Pillar 

In the centre of the courtyard of the mosque 
■Qnwwatu- 1- Islam is fixed an iron pillar. It reveals that 
the science and civilization of India was at its zenith of 
progress when the western countries were unaware of 
word ‘civilization’ itself. It is a solid piece of iron 32 ft. 





Iron Pillar with Mosque 


in. high. The diameter at its base is 6 ft. 4 in. and it 
is 2 ft. 4 in. at the top. It has been fastened by eight 
etrong bars in the ground. This has a very smooth 
surface over which some strange characters have been 
inscribed in Sanskrit. The translation of this Sanskrit 
piece is under — 

“He, on whose fame was isncribed by the several. 
when in battle in the Vanga countries, kneaded • 
turned back with his breast the enemies, who 

together, came against him, — he, ly whom,>aying 

■ • ■■ "■ 

* »• 
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in warfare the seven mouths of the river, Indus, Sindhu, 
the Vahlikas were conquered — hie, by the breezes of whose 
powers the southern ccoean is even still perfumed, — he, 
the remnant of the great glowing heat of a burned out 
fire in great forest- ev.en now leaves not the earth, though 
he, the king as if wearied, has quitted this earth, and has 
gone to the .other world, moving in bodily form to the 
land of paradise won by the merit of his actions, but 
remaining on this earth by the memory of his fame. By 
whom the king, — who attained sole supreme sovereignty 
in the world, acquired by hiis own arm and enjoyed for a 
long time, and who having the name of Chandra carried a 
beauty of countenance, like the beauty of full moon, — 
having in faith fixed his mind upon the Qod (Vishnu), 
lofty standard of the Divine was set upon the hill called 
• “Vishnupad.” 

“When did reign King Chandra and who he was is 
still shrouded in obscurity. No two writers agree so far 
as the manufacture and erection of this Pillar is concern- 
ed. One goes to the one extreme and the other goes to 
the other extreme, but where they meet they say that 
the Pillar must have been built and fastened by, some 
Hindu king. They identify this, king with Chandra 
Gupta II Vikramadity of the Gupta dynasty (380 — 41 3 
A.D.) who ruled over a major part of Northern India 
during the 4th century A.D. It has also been surmised 
that.the Iron Pillar bore originally the efBgy of sun bird 
Garude and stood in front of a Vishnu temple. 

Many stories regarding the erection of this Pillar are 
interwoven together. According to Sayyad Ahmad Khan 
the Pillar was constucted by Baja Madhava in S96 B.C. 
Another authority Mr. Prinsep in his translation of the 
six line of the original passage in Sanskrit observes that 



it wfts built by Rnja Blmvn, wbo rulcrl over Delhi in tho 
third and fourth century A.D. This view Ijas been reject- 
ed by Bhau Daji, a Sanskrit seholar. He opines that 
the Pillar was built by Maharaja Chandra in honour of 
God Vishnu in front of the temple dedicated to that God, 
and it wn'< called Vishnu Lath. It is probable that the 
Pillar was built by Maharaja Chandra who mi^ht have 
been ono of the kinps in Mewar dynasty. Now n-dny.s tho 
Pillar is known a? I/oh Slambh. Sojue say that tho 
Pillar was pet oripinally in the city of Indraprastlia in tho 
time of Malmbharatn. Later on it mipht have been taken 
to Bihar, the ancient country of Mnpadlm. Pinnlly it wna 
brouebt to Delhi and was pet up in the front of Visbnti 
Mandir by a Rajput King Annnppal Tomar in tho 
eleventh century A.D. as the name of the said king is also 
inscribed on the shaft with the year 1012 A.D. Accord- 
ing to a tradition, pome Prohit told King Anangpal, “Your 

empire has hecomc permanent ns tho Pillar rc.sts on the 
head of a great snake Shec.^h Kng. As long ns the Pillar 

i.s there no harm can rome to your empire. Tho moment 
the Pillar is removed tho empire will bo no longer in 
your pospcFsion.’’ Unwi.sely the king put the prophecy 
made by the Probit to a test and ordered for tho removal 
of the Pillar. The lower end was seen blood-strained. 
He then tried bis best to rcfix it on its place but could 
not fasten it ns firmly ns it was before. It is said for this 
reason the reign of Tomar dynasty did not last long. 

During tho reign of Mohammad Shall India was invad- 
ed by Nadir Shah. Tho invader happened to visit tho 
Qutub. His attention was diverted to the Iron Pillar. Ho 
wanted to have it pulled out but the pillar was so firmed 
that it could not be uprooted. At last tho cannon was 
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fired at it but it left only a slight impression on. surface, 
'which still can be seen. 

• Kegarding this Pillar remarks given by some authort; 
ties are interesting to note. 

Cunningham says : 

“•The Iron Pillar of Delhi is 'one of the most curious 
monuments of India. Many large works of metal were, 
no doubt, made in ancient times, such for'instahce as the 
celebrated collossus of Rhodes and gigantic statues of 
Buddhist which are described by Hieun Tsang. But all 
of them were built of pieces welded together whereas the 
Delhi Pillar is a solid shaft of mixed metal.” 

Mr; Newell remarks ; 

- . “It is a forged bar of pure unrusting iron nearly 24 
feet high and said to weigh six tons, gracefully moulded 
a-t the top, and so strong that a cannon was fired at it did 
a little injury. The Hindus were able to do this piece of 
forging some centuries ago.” 

Following elements have been dissolved by Sir Robert 
Hadfield on making a chemical analysis, of the iron of the 
Pillar : - 


Carbon 

... O’OBO p;c. 

Silicon 

... 0'046 p.o. 

Sulphur 

... 0'006 p.o. 

Phosphorus 

... 0‘114p.o. 

Manganese 

Nil, 

Iron 

.:. 99-720 

Total 

99-960 


The Alai Darwaza 

At a distance of a few feet south-east from Qutub 
Minar, there stands a big gate called Alai Darwaza. It 
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•\vns built by red Fnndstonc richly ornnmontcd wiUi de- 
signs in relief by Ala-ud-din Khilji in 1310 A.P. It is the 



AI<ii Darwasn 

most magnificent gate in the world. The planning of the 
gniewny is square measuring 35i feet intrrnnlW’ and 6GJ 
feet externally. The height of the walls is -17 feet from 
the floor to the ceiling having n thickness of 11 feet. 
There are two windows closed by massive screens of 
marble lattice work at each corner of the building. 
About this ediflec Sir. Fanshnvc saj’s, “The Alai Darwaza 
is not only the most beautiful structure atHhe Qutub 
Minar, but is one of the most beautiful specimens of 
external polychraraatic decoration not merely in India, 
but in the whole world, while the carving of interior 
maj’ challenge comparison with any work of the kind. 
Soth exterior and interior merit detailed and leisurely 
examined. ■’ 
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Tomb of Imam Zamxn 


Tho Tomb is situated to the cast of Alai Gate, 
Through this gate one is to reach the Tomb. It was built 

in the time of 
Mugbiil Emperor 
Humayun. Imam 
Zamin was a mem- 
ber of Chishtia sect. 
Ho was a Sayyad 
and deeend from 
Hasan and Husain. 
He came to Delhi 
from Tiirkistan m 
tlic reign of Sikan- 
dar Lodhi. He was 
appointed as Imam^ 
the highest official^ 
in the Quwwatu- 
]. Islam Mosque. 

The plan of the 
structure is a square 
one having a base 
of 24 feet, g There is 

I a doom surmounted over it. The whole structure is built 
of sandstone which is covered with finely polished stucco. 
A double row of Kanguras also exist on the building. 
The name of saint is inscribed on the building. 



Tomb of Jmum Zamin 


Mugul Sarai 

It served the purpose of a rest house in the Mughul 
period. Now it is in a dilapidated condition. In those 
days of Mughal monarchy, there remained a heavy rush 
in the sarai. But now it is in a ruinous state. A big 
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part of tbe scct^iin *:slf cf tins b'ruliirr r'?sr. ’£s- 
mantleS lo cpsri s tc t~? Q:;r:ib ^ 'ib?' tstt- 

itsslf "VTss sbrst to cclls’rrss. 

Mnghal Gaxcen 

The ilcgbsl Sirps had a ss^^r: ir::sr ss-t h: •C'«rd£=:5, 
To satisfy this Instinct thev tctmlsd msnv jrardsins^ Th-?- 
remains of one of them can be s^en to the nrcth rf the 
Mnghai Sarsi. Ih the centre rtmis of seme cnsr-es are Tisihje*, 

Cliliatri (Copola) 

Tt> tJie sonti-esst of the ntnsnne there Is a ^ennsll 
Chhatri. Once it crc's^ed the hflnar In place -ef the 
chhatri erected bv Ferore Shah Tnnhlsh. In ISaSthls^ 
Chhatri "K-as removed br the order of L-erd Harninpe 
trhich was once ooastmcted at a ocst cd Ss- H.DI'D hw 
Major Smith in 1S2S. 

Dhoop Ghari (Srm-v^'atch) 

In the Mnchai carden there is a Ilorp ishnrs. in 
the memorj of Mr. Gordon Sandersrn this ph?m was 
founded. Mr. Sanderson was the Snpertntertnsnt tn. tne- 
Archaeological Department (1910 — 191A A.. D,\ So- 
planted trees, mads the cronnd gras^ . patns and snrh 
other reforms for the convenience or tne vrsrtcis. Mr, 
Sanderson received such fatal injnrtes m rrenci wsrs^ 
that he conld not survive and expired in IPlo AD. Ihe^ 
inscription on it means “Light- remains wnne carxness- 
passes.’* 

LalKot ^ 

It was a stronghold and was rniit- bv M&nsra 
Anangpal in 1066 aTd. The ramp-arts ^.-^5 Sot 
60 feet hi pTi and 30 feet ^ 

■walls in a circnid of 2v 
gates in the fort each 17 feet- 
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"the. west , side the, JFort has become a group of ruins. 
There are eight towers in the Kot, the remains of which 

jire quite visible. 

.Rai Piihora Kot 

Day by day the invasions from west by the Muslims 
had become frequent. Consequently ' Maharaja Prithvi 
Raj extended boundary of Lai Kot to the extent of 
.seven and a half miles. Sayyad Ahmad Khan is of. 
•opinion that it was built in 114^3 but Cunningham, gives 
the year of its construction as 1143. The fort contained 

iien gates. There were twenty seven temples 6f Hindtis. 
•Jain and Buddhist communities. These , temple were de- 
molished by the Muslim invaders. The richly carved pillars 
4)>nd other material was utilized to build their mosques. 

‘Tomb. of Altamish 


The tomb is situated to the north-west side of the 
Vishnu Mandir. The credit of constructing the Tomb 



Tomb of Altamish 




( 61 ) 


jgoes to Baziah Sultan, the daughter of King Altamish^ 
It is said to he oldest extant in India. It is the- 
Hindu art and design applied to a Muslim construction.. 
It ■was built with red sandstone and marble, and was 
completed in 1236 A.D. Marble was used only in the 
central Mihrab and in the cenotaph in the middle of the 
tomb chamber. 

The identification of this tomb as that of Altamish is 
rather a contro'versial point. No inscription is there 
which can establish the fact that it really belongs tO' 
Altamish. In Fatvhal i-Feroze Shahi, no doubt reference- 
can be found to the college and the tomb of Altamish as 
pos'ssessing corner towers, pillars and concrete fioorihg. 
But according to Sir John Marshell the description more 
accurately applies to Sultan Ghori’s Tomb rather thaa 
the Tomb of Sultan Altamish. From an inscription its- 
learnt that the tomb in question was erected by Altamish 
for his son. 

The plan of the build- 
ing is a square at the 
lower part and circular 
at the top as it possess- 
ed a circular door. 

The Alai Minar 

This Minar stands 
160 ft., north of the 
Qutub Minar. It was 
commenced by King 
Alau-d-din Khilji but 
■ could not be completed 

as the King died in 1316 ^lai Minar 

A.D. The height of this 

tower would have been 600 ft, had it been completed. 
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• • Now ifc is 70 ffc. above the .plinith or- 37 ft. above the 
.■ground. As per orders of its builder the circumference 
of this Miliar would have been double than that of 
. 'Qutab Minar. The work on the inner as well as outer 
•walls of the tower is of a coarse quality. 

AlaU'din's Madarsa 

To the south-wsst of the mosque, there are the 
■remains of Alau-d-din’s College known as Alau-d-din’s 
Madrasa: From the appearance of fabrics remained one 
■can very well surmise of its picturesque position in the 
days of its builder, It was built in rectangular form, 
the entrance was from the north side through a triple 
igateway. 

Alan-d-din’s Tomb 

On the south of the courtway of Alau-d-din’s Madrasa 
there is a location of Alau-d>din’s tomb. The structure 
was formly covered by a dome but now it has been 
■fallen. Some remains still esisting shows the projecting 
portion, the screen wall on its western side and some 
•rows small chambers on its western side. 

'Tomb of Kamali and Jamali 

It is situated at a distance of half a mile to the south* 



Tomb of Kamali and Jamali 
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cast of Qutab Minar. The tomb it built of white marble. 
Drawing and painting on inner side of the tomb arc very 
beautiful and interesting. 

Yogmaya’s Temple 

The temple stands at a distance of 250 yards from the 
Qutab Minar. From the study of Bhagwat Puran we 
como that Yogmaya was a sister of Lord Krishna, The 
cruel King Kans wanted to kill her but anyhow she escap- 
ed death and soared high up in the sky. She made a 
prophecy about the birth of shri Krishna who would stop 
the atrocities prepetrated by Raja Kans. 

According to a tradition the present temple is situated 
■at the same spot of the temple built of Maharaja Yudhister 
in the days of Mababbarat. The present temple was 
constructed by Lala Sidhoo mal in 1827 A.D. The area 
of the temple is 400 feet square attaining a height of 
42 feet. Inside the temple there hare been placed two 
beautiful fans. In between the fans the idol of god has 
been placed. Outside the temple there has been lying a 
big cage in which the idols of two panthers can be seen. 

The description given by Mr. Keene is interesting to 
read : 

“In a marble floored and flat roofed room 17 feet 
square, entered through doorway with a marble flame it 
tenderly kept a black sacred stone concealed in tinseal 
and clothed, in a marble veil two feet wide and one feet 
deep.” 

Adam Khan’s Tomb 

At a distance of about half a mile to the south west 
Qutab Minar, stands a monument called Adam Khan's 
Tomb otherwise Adam Khan’s Dargah seventeen feet high 
above the ground level. It was constructed by Akbar, 
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the Great in 1526 A.D. on the death of Adam Khah» 
Adam Khan- was a big general in Mughal armies. Sand- 
stone of sky-blue coloured was used in an octagonal form. 
Lodi style was adopted for the structure. 

Baoli 

There are two artificial wells nearby to the south of the 
Adam Khan’s Tomb at a distance of about 100 yards, 
these wells are called Baolies. In each Baoli there are 
• fi-ve tiers. Each tier narrows down when it decends to 
the bottom. There are about 105 steps leading to the 
water level. The Baoli measures 133 feet by 35 feet. 
In the rainy days people enjoy dives when the Baolies are 
filled with water. 

Durgab Qutab Sahib 

To the south* west of Qutab Minar at about a distance 
of one and a half mile there is another monument called 
Dargah Qutab Sa-hib. King A1 tarnish got it constructed- 
Qutub-d-din Bakhtiar Kaki was a well-known Sheikh. 
He was born at Gujfat and died at Delhi in 1235 A.D. 
Here are graves of some Mughal rulers and their relatives. 
King Bahadur Shah the last Mughal ruler who died at 
Bangoon had also selected a place here for' his grave. 
Sultan Ghori’s Tomb 

Sultan Ghori (who died in 1231 A.D.) was the son of 
King Altamish. The tomh bearing his name has been 
constructed to the west of Qutab Minar- in the village 
named Malikpnr; The mausoleum is built of white 
marble. 

Ghias.ud. din’s Tomb 

Clo.=e to the tomb of Qutab Sahib, there is also the 
tomb of Ghias-ud-din Balban who died in 1286 A.D. 
Now it has become a mass of ruins only. Balban was the 
slave of King Altamish. After the death of Nasir-ud*din 



{ 65 ) 


bnlbnn held the title of emperor bj’ dint of his ability and 
bravery. His beloved son who died in 12S4 at Lahore 
was buried in the vicinity. 

Bbiaa’s Chhataahi 

It is a big stone lying about one and a half mile away 
to tiio west of Qutub Miuar. Bhim was one of the five 
Pandavas of Mahabharat. According to tradition this 
heavy stone was as light in weight for Bhim as the weight 
of a Clihatak. It indicates tjio bravery and physical 
strength of Bhim. 

Tughlak Fort and Tomb 
It is a distance of 1 2 miles south of Delhi. It was 
a massive stronghold built by Ghins-ud-din Tughlnk on 



Tughlaq Fort and Tomb 

a rocky eminence in 1323 A.D. It was strange that 
ranges of towers and bastions rendered the stTory’ *' 
practically impregnable to attack by a < . ’t 
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practiBcd in the fourtccntii century. Tlic fort 1ms 13 
gfitcwnys, 7 tanks nncl a remarkable well 80 ft. deep in 
the solid rocks. Tlie defences consisted walls of rising 
above the rucks to a height of 40 ft. a 7 ft. Parapet and 
then another H ft. of wall. The walls were thick and 
solid in structure. Jama Masjid and Burj Mandir were 
the two most important buildings of Tughlakabad of 
which remains arc now only traceable. It is to be noted 
here, that the construction of such colossal building being 
completed in two years and the name itself. Burj 
Mandir indicates that probably Tughlakabad was another 
modification of some prc-c.xisttng Hindu Buildings, 

Hauz Khas 

The great tank extended 70 acres in area was built 
in 1295 A.D. bj’ King Ala-ud-din and prepaired by King 






Ilauz Khas 

Firoz Shah ia 1354 A.D. It is now ruined and crop is 
cultivated on it. Here is the tomb of Feroz Shah Tughlak. 
Inside the tomb ore burie d- N asir-ud-din Mohammad 

4k 
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Shah, Son of Faroz Shah and Sikandar Lodi, Son of 
jJTasir.ud-din. Outside the tomb there are many tombs 
of the Amirs of the time of Sikandar Lodi. 

Kalka Ji 

It is situated about S miles from Delhi near Okhla 
Railway station. Traditions say that it stands on the 
same grounds of a temple built as early as 3,000 B.C. 
The oldest part of the present temple was built in 1764 
A.D. Kali Devi’s idol placed in the centre of the 
temple, is completely covered with brocade and red cloth. 
It is enclosed on three aides by a red sandstone and white 
marble railing. This place is very sacred to the Hindus. 
On every Tuesday, a fair is held but two times in a year — 
on 8tli day of Ghait and Aaauj months of Hindu year 
there held big festivals. 

Nizamnddin’s Tomb 

It is the tomb of Nizamuddin, a renowned saint, 
situated 5 miles from Delhi. It is regarded by the Muslims 



Nizamuddin' s Tomb 

as one of the sacred place of pilgrimage in -India. This 
mausoleum was erected by Md. Tughlak (1324*51). 




( 68 ) 

iPollowers of the saint tell wonderful stories of the careS' 
wrought by the visitors. The mosque is the grave of thei. 
beautiful daughter, -of Shahjahan, Jahan Ara Begum. 
Towards the east are the graves of Mohammad Shah and 
Urdu poet Khusru. 

Hamaynn’s Tomb 

The mausoleum of Humayun-is situated at a distance 
of about miles from the city on the Delhi-Mathura 
Boad. The remains of the emperor were removed from 
the 'Old Fort, where he died in 1556, and buried in the 
place where they now lie. The site- for the mausolem was 
■selected by the emperor Humayun himself and on his 
death it was built by his widow Hamida Banco Begum 
popularly known as Nawab Haji Begum, the mother of 
Akbar, the great. The tomb was commenced in 1556 
A.D. and was completed in 1569 A.D. at a cost of sixteen 
lakhs of rupees. 

From architectural view point this tomb is specially 
important as it is the earliest example of the Mughal 
Humayun's Tomb 
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school and it is the first great Mughal monument in India. 

It introduces, certain characteristic features to those of 
previous biiildings. Its dome is full-dome, that it is a 
complete semicircle. Its towers which appear for the 
■first time at the four angles of the building. The material • 
'(marble and red sandstone) used in the mausoleum is 
richer than those of previous buildings. This is because 
the Mughals were far richer than the Lodis or the Suris. 
The jali or trellis work is a special Mughal feature and 
reaches its greatest perfection latter on. One of the new 
ideas which the Mughal brought from Iran was the 
geometrical garden* They alwajs enclosed their tombs 
in garden. 

The southern gate was for many years used as a rest 
house for visitors. This gate-way was reached from the 
south by a flight of some five steps, the old road level, 
which can still be easily traced, leading for some 27 
yards, due south on the exit gate, some jO feet below 
the level of the gates platform at this point. The position 
of this gate, says Keene, facing as its does the entrance 
to the mortuary and cenotopah chamber suggests that it 
was originally the main entrance and according to Delect, 
there was in 1628, between the shrine and Bara Pula, a 
broad path shaded lofty trees, indicatians of which are 
still apparent. 

Towards the sentre of the inner face of the north wall 
stands an arcaded pavillion on a platfarm 7 feet high. It 
contains an octagonal tank 5 feet 3 inches across and the 
room appears to have served the purpose of a bath. It 
is plastered but undecorated. 

The garden in the centre of which stands the Em- 
peror’s mausoleum is a purely Persian features, and is the 
'earliest extant Mughal garden in India, still i 
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its original plan. The garden is divided into four main 
paterres by causeways, some 41'. 6' in width each cause- 
way being furnished with narrow central water channels 
I'-S" in width 3* in depth. The causeways appear to 
have originally provided with stone edging only ; which 
still exists; and to have been unpaved. 

The mausoleum proper stand on a low plinth in the- 
centre of the upper platform, is externally a square in 
plain, each side of which measures I6b feet over all, the 
corners being cut off. The entrance bays on the four 
sides are some 45 feet in width and arc set back 9 feet 
0 inches from the main wall face, by means of splayed 
reveals, each splaj' measuring about 12 feet. 

About this mausoleum Sir Henry Sharp remarks, “For 
size Impressive grandeur, no, other tomb built in Delhi 
and indeed a few in India, can compare w’ith it”. Its 
lovers which appear for the first time at four angles of 
the main building and its narrow necked are the notable- 
innovations. 

The tomb is full of tragic menlories. It contains tlie- 
graves of Humayun, his wife, the ill-fated prince Dara. 
Shikoh, the heir-apparant to Shah Jnhan, murdered by 
his younger brother Aurangzeb : Emperor Jahandar 
Shah (1712-13), Farrukhsiyar (1713-19}, Alamgir II 
(17.54-59) etc. 

The central chamber opens into a number of small 
rooms, and it was in one of these dimly lighted rooms, 
the nearest on the right that Bahadur Shah, the last 
Mughal Emperor, sought refuge in 18.57 after the fall of 
Delhi. Let.-Col. H.A. Newell observes, “History records, 
nothing strange, not more dramatic, than the imperial 
tragedy enacted with in the shadowy tomb on that Sep- 
tember afternoon. Here by the gleaming marble saroo. 
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plni;«s nf ilu' Jirct h(r'<li;ory ti nnaroli of I he Ih-’ift' of 
Tiwnsur, tie' nf th** line vielih <]•«}) 

thi* ie.f>nl. -.'h^'te with Ihimavnn hfi<l his way t«> JCtnpire,''. 
He<v>-<'v< r ti'.e Kf)\j>-rt)r lhiha*!«r Shnh aurri n<lt rcU iinron- 
<lilier; ;ily t<> the Hriti^h .'iJel hi-' hf«* wa*. jpnnfh Ihil hif* 
Ken'- and m-ph.i'wt! wer*' aninnifirily ei*ent» tl hy Major 
Hu<!-t-n, «:{!( jii« own hnn^:^. within t!;e Pi^iht of that 
totiih. 

Tomb Mosque of Isn Khun 
Ci '.-e t > Honianyiin’*- Tomb is Isa Klian'j' Tomb. It is 
named aftf r a nobli* tif Sle r .^htih’s time wlio was buried 



Tomh «{■ Mostjuc of Ifij A7i(jn 


in InlT. It was nricinally profusely decorated with encau- 
stic tiles. Tlie octagonal tomb, witli its raised outer pnllerj' 
and pavilions round the tomb has been much admired. 

It is entered from the north through a gatew •^^diich 
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stands on a podium approached by a flight of live steps. 
The square headed ^oorway is of Hindu design. The main 
tomb chamber is surrounded by an arcaded verandali 
having three stilled four centered arches on each side of 
the octagon. Its door-ways on all sides except on south 
and west are closed with jalis. The western side is occupied 
by a mehrab, bordered by quotations from the Quran and 
the south side has the entrance to the tomb chamber. In 
decorating its walls, the titles of different colours have 
been used. Thd capital of the pillars are decorated with 
shield-shaped ornamentation. The square dome springs 
from a sixteen sided drum, the eight Chattaris supported 
by colours of red sandstone rise from the roof-level to 
surrounded the main dome and to harmonize the design. 

Inside the dome chamber exist two largo graves and 
four smaller graves. The monument over the grave of 
Isa Khan, one of the two largers, is of marble and red 
sandstone. 

The mosque stands just west of the tomb. It stands 
on a platform .3 feet high and consists of a single prayer 
chamber which is divided into three bays. The interior 
of the mosque is simple and the floor of the chamber is 
plastered. The mosque has one big dome and two small 
domed pavilions supported by stone pillars on both sides 
of the main dome. 


Old Fort 

It was built at the time of the Pnndavas is pretty 
certiin. Several reigns followed one after the other dur- 
ing the enormous epoch of the last five thousand year but 
the very register of settlements reports designate that 
locality by the name of Inderprastlm. To its south there 
is an octagonal room going by the name of Slier Mandal 




old Fort 


which must have been arena with the temple. It appears 
that the later structure was used as sacrificial alter by 
Pandavas. Possibly the place was originallj' colled Surya 
Mandnl for the Pandavas the Sun worshipper. Besides 
according by Shnstras the sun temple must be octagonal. 
In the time of Sher Shah Suri, howevt r as it often the case 
the name was altered to Sher Mundul. 

Sher Shah Mosque 

The mosque is some 172 feet and f 6 feet and 52 feet 
in height, is built of sharply chiselled red sandstone^ 
relieved with marble, slate and coloured stone woik. There 
are small pinnacles, at the corners and a bold dome in the 
centre, the flat roof is crenellated along the sky line and 
the facade consists of five horse shoe arche^ This mosque 
is the example of the artistry of the Ind< m School. 
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pandptone anti siirronndotl by an open pavilinn. It wnp 
hore that, Ktnj't'ror Ihnnayun met with an accident, while 
coming down the sfnircapc of the library, ho received a- 
mortal wound and died after poinc monthp. 

The Central Research Institute 

.Situated on the 7th tnile of Delhi-Mathurn Rond, is- 
one in the chain <»f the National Lahoratoricp estahliphcd 
under the aiispiccp of t, lie Council of .Scientific and Indus- 
tri.nl Ropcarch. The primary object of this Inptitnte is to 
foster anti promote road search for the much indetd im- 
provement in the methods of construction and mninten- 
aneo of road, eppeeinlly rural ronls, for increasing the 
prosperity of the comnion man. 

The main function of the Institute will be to enrrj' out 
fundnmentnl and applied research on road materials and 
construction testing nn<l stnndardir.ation of specificationp, 
various tests on soils, the behaviour of roads, incidence of 
aecidentP. road safety devices and road statistics, training 
of teolinoio^ists and dioseminntion of informal ion regard- 
ing road science. The work of the Institute is carried out 
in scp irate divisions for Jjoils, Flexible Pavements, Roads 
and the Traflic i-Ingincering. 

The National Institute of Science of India 

Founded in l!)?;}. is a premier scientific orgnnixation 
of the country. Its object is to bo prom Dtc scientific 
knowledge including its practieal application of problems 
of national welfare. It received Government recognition 
in 1951. It acts as an Advisory Body to the Government 
of India in most scientific matters. It is housed in its- 
own building on Mithura Rond, New Delhi near Hardinge 
Bridge. ; 
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It has three co»opcrating academics, viz. Asiatic 
Socieiy (Calcutta). Indian Academy of Science (Banga- 
lore) and National Academj' of Sciences, India (Allaha- 
bad). 

It has at present 280 Fellows all of which are aminent 
•scientists. There arc also 31 Honorory Fellows elected 
from amongst distinguished foreign Fcicntisls. 

Tlio Institute conducts two publications : (1) Procee- 
diivjs, and (2) Transaciions. 

The National Physical Laboratory 

Is the largest of tlie 1 1 National Laboratories which 
tlio Government of India have established for National 
reconstruction programme. This Laboratory has nine 
-divisions dealings with weights and measures, applied 



National Physical Laboratory 

mechanics and materials, heat and power, optics, electri- 
<3ity, electriC'SOund hydraulic, analytical chemistry, build- 
ing and housing research. 









The Indian Standards Institution 

Was set up in 1947 under a resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India with one of its objects being the prepara- 
tion and adoption of standards on national and inter- 
national basis. The President of the Institute is the 
Hon’ble Minister of Commerce and Industry, Government 
of India. The technical work is conducted by over 260- 
technical committees with a membership of about 2,500 
experts working under the direction and control of four 
Division Councils for Engineering, Chemicals, Textile and 
Buildings. 

So far about SOO Indian Standards have been issued 
by the institution. It has a well-equipped standards 
library and issue a quartely publication “ISI Bulletin.” 

The Institution is an elected member of the Govern- 
ing Council of the International Organization for Standar- 
dization (ISO). 

MUSEUMS 

There are four museum in Delhi, which afford” facili- 
ties for study and research to those who may be interest- 
ed in the ancient Indian culture, civilization and art. 
Central Asian Antiquities Museum 

The Museum is situated at the southern end of 
Janpath, near^the crossing of Bajpath, New Delhi. It 
remains open to visitors, without any admission fee, 
between 10 a. m. and 5 p. m. on week days except 
Mondays. 

The Central Antiquities Museum houses representa- 
tive collection of the vast varieties of antiquarian relics 
recovered from Central Asia by Sir Aurel Stein in the 
course of his expeditions of archaeological expioratio? — n 
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behalf of the Government of India during the years, 
1900-1,1906-8,1913-16. The most Interesting and im- 
portant of the find consist of wall paintings which once 
decorated the Buddhist shrines of Central Asia. The 
other relics of the ancient civilisation of Central Asia 
include the preserved painted stucco-figures manuscripts, 
silk prints, textiles, wooden documents and miscella- 
neous domestic objects, etc. consistuting interesting 
materials relating to the culture of Asia from 2nd to 
the 18th Century A.D. These artistic remains show that 
India played preponderant role in the spread of currents 
of ancient civilisation of the country through the 
progressive influence of Buddhism. 

National Musenm of India 

The . National Museum at Bashtrapati Bhavan, ' 
New Delhi, is shortly to he shifted to the new premises 
under construction at Janpath, near the crossing of 
Bajpath, New Delhi. This museum was established in 
August 1949. It remains open between 10 A.M. and 
6 P.M. on all days except Monday and gazetted holidays 
and the admission is free except on Saturday admission 
fee of 50 nP. per head is charged and the visitors are 
taken round the Museum by a special guide. 

The Museum represents the art and archaeological 
finds, of ancient India. Notable objects arc the steatite 
male bust, the bronxe dancing girl, heads jewellery, 
paintings, several stucco-figures ank stone sculptures 
of the pre-historic time. The Indian art forms of 
pictorial manuscripts, textiles and metal- casing range 
from the third miilenium B.C. down to the medieval 
period. 

The bronze dancing girl from Mohenjodaro (Sind) 
and the two male torsos from Harappa (West Punjab and 
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indicative of devclnpmont in the Indian art forms of 
sculpture and bronze as characteristic forms at the 
very outset of Indian art history. The animal figures on 
the Indus Valley Seals mostly of steatite are typical of 
natural and vigorous expression. The objects of domestic 
use in the asserted group displayed in the museum reflect 
the sophisticated and refined taste of their makers. 

Stucco-figures bclonc to the Gendhnra School of Art 
started in 1st Century B.C., while the Mathura School 
of Art which flout ished in SO — 200 A.D. is shown by the 
graceful female figures. The Gupta Art in 4th 6th Century 
introducing the golden age of the Art of India is 
illustrated by the life size figure of Lord Buddho. Bronze 
casting reached in its zenith in 600-1053 A.D. and is 
represented by the most striking bronzes of God Shiva 
in his aspect of cosmic dance. The collection of paint- 
ings are representative examples of various schools of 
art I.C., Pala School, Rajputana and the Mughal School. 

Indian War Memorial Museam 

The Museum is within the Red Fort and exhibits war 
trophies of dilTerent kinds gathared from different fronts. 
There are also war pictures, photographs, stamps, old 
coins, regimental badges, ammunition, etc. 

Delhi Fort Museum of Archaeology 

The Museum inside the Red Fort, Delhi, is denoted 
to the historical collection exhibiting furniture, old arms, 
signets, engravings, photos, carpets, manuscripts Mughal 
dresses, Mughal pictures, specimens of oaligraphy, old 
documents such as Farmans and Sanads, coins relating 
^ to the Mughal Emperors, which all afford faciliti^n for 
study and research. 


( 80 ) 



Supreme Cottrl of India 


Supreme Court of ladia 

The magnificent edifice housing the Supreme Court of 
India is situated on Mathura Boad, near the Hardinge 
Bridge, New- Delhi, The 9ontour3 of the building are in 
the shape of a gigantic pair of scales constituting as a 
temple of Justice and a symbol of the majesty of law. 
The new building of India’s place of justice was formally 
inaugurated on 5th August, 1958 by Hbn’bo Dr. 
Bajendra Prasad, the President of India. The building 
is an architectural land-mark in the Capital. It was 
built in four years’s time costing nearly Bsi 99 lakhs. Its 
design was combination of European art and Indian 
concept. 
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SAPRU HOUSE 

This is the best ball in Asia ; is located near Mandi 
House on the Hardinge Road. Many social functions 
are held here. Children films society shows here films for 
the children. 



Sapru House 


GARDENS OF DELHI 

Perhaps the most admirable of the innovation brought 
into India by the Emperor Babar, and developed by his 
successors on the throne of the Mughals was the formal 
garden. 

Delhi, having been a Mughal Court, possesses several 
gardens. Sis of them were important in their say, but 
only one is still laid out in its old style. This is the 
Hayat Baksh Bagh in the Red Fort, and even this is far 
from a perfect illustration. These sis gardens in and near 
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Delhi are Roshanara, Begum, Hayat Baksh, Shalimar, 
Qadsia and Talkatora. 

Roshanara Bagh 

The Roshanara Bagh, now a public park, contains a 
large "tank” or lake and lies west of Subzimandi. it was 
laid in 1650 by Princess Roshanara, 19 years old daughter 
of Ernpe'ro'r Shah Jahan,' She died ^l years later and was 
buried in the centre of her garden. Only small traces 
exist of the original scheme of layout. ' 

Begum Bagh 

The Begum Bagh, now known as Queen’s Gardens 
(after Queen Victoria) is today a public park and is situa> 
ted between Main Railway station and the Chandni 
Ohowk. It was made in the same year as Roshanara 
Bagh by Shahjahan’s eldest ana favourite daughter 
Princess Jehanara. Its original size and shape have altered 
little, but its layout is now quite different. . 

Hayat Baksh Bagh 

The Hayat Baksh Bagh ("Life Giving” Garden) sole 
survivor of the three which were in the Red Fort, was 
laid out about 1640 by Shahjahan. Half of it was restored 
and reconstructed in 1904-11 ; the other half is hidden 
beneath modern barracks. At its north and south are 
the ■ handsome Sawan and Bhadon pavilions of white 
marble richly carved. 

Shalimar Bagh 

The Shalimar Bagh, now covered by dense private 
orchards and wilderness, lies north-west of Delhi, opposite 
the 6th milestone on the road of Ambala. It was laid 
about 1653, and contains the large and elegant pavilion 
known as the Shish Mahal (Glazed Palace), in which 
Aurangzeb took his seat on the throne in 1658. In early 
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British days, from about ISOS, the garden was used as a 
summer retreat by the East India Company’s Resident at 
the Mughal Court. 

Q,adsia Bagh 

Qudsia Bagh, now a public park, is north of Kashmere 
Gate and opposite the Swiss Hotel and Ludlow Castle. 
Here stood the Palace of Qudsia Begum, wife of the 
Emperer Mohammad Shah (1719*48). Now there only 
remain a mosque, a gateway and building used as a 
masonic lodge ; and the garden is no longer arranged in 
the Mughal manner, while the river Yamuna which once 
lapped its eastern border has now receded. 

Talkatora Bagh 

Talkatora Bagh, still a park, is at the north end of 
'Willingdon Crescent, ffiDt far from the Willingdon nursing 
home. The terrace at its northern end, now its most 
prominent feature, was primarily an embankment to re- 
tain a sheet of water (tal) in a depression shaped like a 
•cup which collected rain from adjacent Ridge. 

■St. James Memorial Church 

St. James memorial Church inside the Kashmere Gate 
is full of monuments and memorial to those who fell in 
the Mutiny of 1857. When lying dangerously wounded on 
the battle field of Vnujara Colonel James Skinner made a 
vow that if he should be survived, he would erect a 
church. This is how St. James came to be built. Colonel 
'Skinner spent £ 10,000 upon it. Like its founder this 
sacred edifice has had its share of wars alarms. The ori- 
ginal Metal bell and cross which surmunted the dome may 
still be seen lying in the church yard, riddled with shot 
fire during Mutiny. 

Colonel James Skinner also built a Mohammadan 
Mosque and a Hindu Temple thus showing and unique' 

1 
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example of religious impartiality. His graves lies to the 
north side of church. Several members of his family are 
buried nearby. In the Indian army his name is perpetu- 
ated by two regiments 1st Skinner’s Horse and 3rd 
Skinner’s Horse. ’ - 

Metcalf House 

It is situated at Alipore Hoad and was erected and 
occupied by Sit Theophilus Metcalf, I.C.S., Bart, Magis- 
trate of Delhi during the siege 1857. This palace was 
burnt on the night of 11th May, 1867. It was seized by 
the mutineers and they held it with great advantage i 
against the British besiging altered and enlarged. For 
some time it housed one of the Indian Legislative houses. 
Old Secretariat 

It is situated on Alipore Boad and is one of the most 
pleasing building in Delhi. It wa? constructed in 1912 
. Old Secretariat 
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and was formerly the Secretariat of the Government of 
India. It remained under the occupation bf the Govern- 
ment of India for 14 years and now are the houses of 
Divisional Railway office, I.R. publicity office, D.A.G.P. 
& T., and State Assembly. , 

The total expenditure on the temporary Secretariat, 
clerk’s quarters, additions to the viceregal Lodge and on 
camps was about 60,00,000. 

Alam’s Tomb 

The tomb is situated in Wazirabad at a distance of 
two and half miles from Kashmere Gate. It was built 3 
years later on the Death of Shah Alam, the successor to 
Alamgir (1759) had a pitiable career. He was de- throned 
by Ghazi-ud-Din. He returned to Delhi after 17 years 
and was later tortured and blinded by the Bohillas and 
was taken under British protection in 1803. 

Coronation Memorial 

To the north of the Old Secretariat stands the Coro- 
nation Durbar Memorial Pillar which was built in 1911 in 
honour of the visit to their Majesty King George V and 
Queen Mary. It was here that the announcement of the 
restoration of Delhi as a Capital of India instead of 
Calcutta was made. 

Flag Stafif Tower 

The Flag Staff Tower, locally known ns Boata is a 
curioue circular structure. It is formed one of the princi- 
pal posts on the Ridge during the siege of 1867. On the 
11th May, 18.57, It was crowded to suffocation with men, 
women and children. It was also here that the mutineers 
made their last stand on the 8th June before falling back 



Flag Staff Tower 

behind the shelter of the city walls. Near it lies the 
imposing Delhi University building. 

Hindu Rao’s House 

It was the residence of a Maratha nobleman, the house 
was built by Mr. William Fraser, Agent to the Governor- 
General at Delhi, at his residence. After the number of 
Mr. Fraser by the Nawab of Ferozepur it was purchased 
by Hindu Bao, and hence this placed named after him. 
Now it has converted into a hospital. 

M utiny Memorial 

The Mutiny Memorial is locally known as Fatehga.rh. 
The tower was erected in 1883 in the memory of the 
officers and soldiers, British and Indians, of the Delhi held 




(S7 ) 


forced who were killed in net ion or died or wounds or 
discftsf between HOth Mny nnd 20th Septeniher, 1^57. 

The monument consists of ta|tf‘rinp tower of ijidifferont 
Gothic dcsipn rnisid on n hiph hnso of loenl hard stono 
paved with red sandstone. The base is of two stapes which 
are SO feet 7 inches .and fl-l ftet S inrhes square and 11 feet 
•1 inches hiph resp(etively. The tower itself is oetaponnl 
in sh.’i5)e. It- hears n marble slab havinp the nani's of 
those who felt durinp thrsier.e. I'r<.m lure n mngniiieent 
panormio view of Delhi can be obtained. 

Ridge 

The Ridpe was the vantage pround from which the 
British forcis playul uimi Delhi durirp the siezeof 1857. 

It is n crest of hills GO feet height situated nt n distance 
about one mile from the modern Delhi. The famous Ridpc 
is a part of the Delhi Hills whieh is spur of Arnvali 
Mountains. It now attains heipl.t of more than 015 
feet. Firoz Shah built here his summer pnlaccin the 
fortcenth century. Here stands another Asbok Lat which 
was originally erected near Meerut in the third century 
B.C. by Maharaja Ashoka. This was brought from 
Meerut and set uj) by Firoz Shah in his place. It appears 
Emperor Ashokn’s fourteen edicts. It appears to bo 
composed of six pieces nnd has licight of 32 feet 0 
inches. 

HOTLES 

Delhi can boast of many luxurious nnd first class 
hotels, such as Ashokn Hotel, Jnnpath Hotel Obseroi- 
intercontincnlal, Lodi Hotel, ClDridgc’s Hotel, Imperial 
Hotel, etc. Ashokn Hotel has 335 air , conditioned rooms 
built at a cost of Rupees 30 million and ha *'• modern 
amenities. . -w 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Cultrinc 

Above fill other nttrnctions, Iiowovcr, Delhi the capital 
of Imlia, iiB also, of course, the capital of India cooking. 
^Vhether yon eat in the most Inrcrious and famed rcstau* 
rant or whether you go to an onprclontioiis feeding place 
on one or other of the side streets, you will bo surprised 
not only by the height standard of euisinc, but also by the 
number of local c.xotic dishes ofit-rc^ ,to j'our choice. 
Atnonp the most popular of these >6 the “tandoori.” 
chicken, and, on any given evening, you can walk into 
some of the better know restaurants and sec an interna, 
t tonal crowd— Eurojtcan, American, Far Eastern, Indian— 
regaling themselves on the choicest osamplcs of Indian 
culinary art. 

Transport 

Getting about can be done in various ways. On foot 
IS, of course, the best way of getting to know a place, but 
Delhi is a place of grcnt distanco and going by bus may 
be re.s tored to if j’ou have time to spare. There is a net- 
work of bus-routes playing all over Old and New Delhi. 
Bus stops carry the number of the busdincs passing and 
also the bus timings. 

A quicker mode of transport, however, is by taxi. 
Taxi-stands are on all tho main streets and most intersec- 
tions. Tho total for run is shown on the taxi meter 
and no tip is expected. 

Besides this, cars are available for hire at a daily rate 
from travel and excursion agencies and are a great con- 
venience when a group of friends wish to go sightseeing 
on their own. 

^ Culture Pageants 

Delhi can boast of a very crowded cultural life through 
the year. Winter is the season fos the great Music and 
Drama Festivals. During these celebrations you can see 
evotic and varied dances and dramas from the different 
States of India. Art exhibitions and recitals of one sort or 
another are a regular feature of life in the capital, whi le 
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1 he Republic 1) Ay Fcslivnl held rluring (he Inst, week of 
Jnnunry offers nn unrivnliccl fenst of colorful pngcantry 
nnd splendour. 

“What to Buy 

Whilst out shopping, we feel obliged to wnrn 3 ’on 
that .von should keep an eye on \'our purse nnd bunk 
account. Tlie hcaulfid handiernfts of Delhi are n sore 
temptation indeed to come home with eniptA' pockets. 
In Old Delhi is Chnndni Chowk — the Moonlight 
Avenue — r* steel full of historical interest, nnd once 
well-known ns the richest Imzzar in the world. To this 
<lay, the most skilled of crnfteinnn plnj* (heir trade there 
These nre the tlewellers whose thin hammer strokes have 
produced exquisite works of nrt in gold, silver nnd 
particularly* in jnde. Of much renown nre the artist, 
whose delicate miniatures nnd paintings on ivory nre 
much sought after in the curio shops. No less delicate 
and artistic is the work of the embroiderers who weave 
magic out of threads of gold nnd silver nnd have made 
their embroidery famous throughout the country for its 
tnntnlixing beauty. 

The shopping centre in New Delhi is in Connaught 
Circus. Here nre nvnilnble anything from pin to motor 
cars, to fnnts nnd vogitnbles, in cool hours of the 
evining it is gnj* with life nnd colour with the hundreds 
of people who go there to see nnd be seen. 

CLUBS 


Kama Address Phone 

Chclmsfcrd Bassinn Rond 470G9 

Defence Service Nntionnl Stndium 45009 

Delhi Flyiog Club Snfdarjnng Aerodrome C118S.5 

611276 

Delhi Gimkhana Snfdarjnng Rond CtSOIl 

61S012 

Golf Club Wollosloy’ Rond 6ISSG0 

Nationol Sports Club Mathnrn Rond 44223 

Roshanara Roshnnrn Rond 223684 

Y.M.C.A, Jai Singh Road' 47731 

Y.W.C.A, 48, Jnnpnth 47732 
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HOTELS 

Agra Hotel 16, Daryaganj, Delhi 27460& 

Airlines Hotel Opposite N. Delhi Bly. Stn. 45861 
Ambassador Hotel Sujan Singh Park, N. Delhi 619461 
fi shoka Hotel Diplomatic Enclave, N. Delhi 70391 
Broadway Hotel Asaf Ali Boad, New Delhi 273821 


Goand Hotel Civil Lines, Delhi 223409 

Claridge Hotel 12, Anrangzeb Boad, 

New Delhi 619411 

Hotel Jannath Janpath, New Delhi 46881 

Hotel Flora Daryaganj,. Delhii 273634 

Imperial Hotel Janpath, New Delhi 4687 1 

.Maidens Hotel Civil Lines, Delhi 221591 

Marina Hotel Connaught Circus, N. Delhi 42201 

Nirula’s Hotel L. blok, C. Circus 44305 

Swiss Hotel Alipur Boad, Delhi 221511 


RESTAURANTS 

Name Address Phone Known for 

Alps Janpath 4083 Continental & Chinese 

Cuisine. 

Annapnrana 

Cafe Janpath 46308 Indian Tea & Vegeta- 

rian dishes. 

Gaylord Regal bldgs.- 45717 High class continental 

&■ Chinese Cuisine. 

Kwality Begal bldgs. 4898,8 Indian Cuisine, Ice 

Creams. 

Khyber Kashmere 

Gate 220877 Chicken Tandoori. 

Moti Mahal Daryagaj, Delhi 273661 Chicken Tandoori 
fPalacc 

(^Heights Connaught Place 43177 High Class Conti- 

nental Cuisine. 

Volga Connaught place 48330 High Class Conti- 

nental, Chinese & 
Indian Cuisine, 

Wengers Connaught Place 46096 Evening Tea. 

York K. Block, Con- 41551 Chicken Tandoori. 

Circus. 



.Yamfi 

Afghnnistnn 

Argentina 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Burma 

G imbodia 

Chile 

China 

Czechoslovakia 

Denmark 

Ethiopia 

France 

Germany 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Iraq 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Nepal 

Netherlands 

Nor»vay 

Philiypincs 

Poland 

Saudi Arabia 

Sweedon 

Turkey 

United Arab 

Republic 

U.S.A. 

U.S.S.R. 

Yugoslavia 

Australia 

Bulgaria 

Finland 

Hungary 
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EMBASSIES 

Addrerf 

2-1, Ratendone Hoad 
1I>7A, <T. Bagh 
7, f}. Links 
S. Aurnngeb Rond 
:5/rid V, Ch. Path 
25, Coif Links 
51 G. Links 
•lind IL, Lytfon Rond. 
•J5, Snndiir Nngnr 
0. G. Links 
2 , 1’fithviraj Rond 
2. A\irnnpcl) Rond 


Phone 
Gil 161 
«17SS;i 
0130G7 
617602 
7r,S21 
610055 - 
612301 
•M3-I3, -rJOGO 
01 S3 11 
61835‘1- 
GlISll, 61 1712 
6IS021 


0-50 G. Shnnli Path C. Puri 74361 

•'■-O A, Diploniotic Lnclnvc 7*1 sOl 
1 . llftilcy Lane 4r,iSr>, ■lO lS’2 

2 1 , Prit hvirnj Rontl «5 1 lOgS 

7,.TorBng 018311 

50-G, Dipiomnlic Enclvo 7*l27l 

130, G. Links Bnrnklmmbn 61804*1, 

Rond 475fiS, 4SGS4- 

Barnklmmbn Rond 47508, 41084 

4, Rnlendcrdonc Rond 018171 

Knutlyu Mnrg 76US2, 75703 

Thnper Bldgs., Jnnpntb 4586*4 

22, Golf Links Aron 618321, 610041 

0, Hnrgingc Avenue 40500, 42207 


Nynya Mnrg, Ch. Puri 
27, jorBagh, 011407 

26, Jor Bngh 

Shnnii Path 
Slinnti Pnth. Ch. Puri 
13, Sunder Nngnr 
37/48. Nynya Mnrg, 

Ch. Purl 
108, Golf Links 
45*A, Prithvi Raj Road 
10/11, Pusa Road 


74261 
011021 
61 1407 
611101 

70351 

75875* 

610108 

35262 

618536- 
61 1054:- 
651011 , 
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^amama 48, Golf Link Road I908G 

-Switzerland Nyaya Marg, Oh. Puri 74426 

Vietnam 62, G. Links 619200 

HIGH COMMISSIONS 

No/mz Address Phone 

Australia 9/48 Sardar Patel Bd. 25202 

Ch. Puri 

'Canada 4, Aurangzeb Road 618143 

•Ceylon '224, Jor Bagh 611227 618231 

Pakistan Sher Shah Road Mess 618148 

'United Kingdom Ch. Puri 70378 

INFORMATION CENTRES 
‘Govt, of India Ton. 88, Janpath, New 42742 

rist Information Delhi*I. 47057 

OfBice 

Information Centre, Tropical Bldgs., 46397 

Press Information C. Circus 
Bureau 

'Unitate State Infor« Bhawal Pore House, 43041 

mation Service Sikandra Road 
'British Information Indra Palace, C. Circus 40714 

Service New Delhi 

TRAVEL & EXCURSION AGENTS 
Ambassador Travels Ambassador Hotel 45121 

American Empress Hamilton Bldgs., C. Place 40398 

'Cox and Kings 14, Indra Palace 48238 

Globe Trevel 1 l-H, Connaught Circus 42968 

India Trevel Service 2, Seindia House 
Iyer & Son P-Block, 0; Palace 42081 

Jeena & Co. 6, Indra Place " 46326 

Mercury Travels Imperial Hotel 44452 

Orient Express 70, Janpath 48166 

Saha & Rai Travels 9-A, Connaught Circus 42620 

Trade Wings 60, Janpath ^ 43449 

AIRUNES 

Air India 9-A, Connaught Place (* 48396 

International (42106 

Air France Seindia House 43101 


B.O.A.G. Speedibird House, C. Circus 43978 
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Name Address Phone,-. 

India Airlines Malhotra BuildingSj f 43071 

Corporation Connaught Place l_4612 

K.I.M. 6-A, Connaught Place 44142 

P.A.A« Hotel Imperial 48172 

Pakistan Inter. Metro Hotel Janpath 42646 

national 

S. A S. Hotel Imperial 40628- 

T. W.A. Philips Bldg., C. Place 42626- 


MUSEUMS AND ART GALLERIES 
All India Fine Arts & 

Crafts Society Old Mill Road 

General Asian Antiquiries 

Museum Janpath 

National Musenm of India Maulana Azad Road 

Gallery of Modern Art Jaipur House, India. 

Gate 

Handicrafts Museum Regal Buildings. 

SEASONS 

Delhi has three season. Summer : April to June : 
Rainy season : (Monsoon Months) July to September 
Winter : October to March. 

Winter season provides good Tourist weather condi- 
tions. The day are sunny. But there is a very sharp- 
drop in temperature in the evenings which should be 
guarded against. ' 

CLOTHING 

Type of clothing required is light trophical or cotton> 
for Summer. 

Warm woolen clothing in winter. 

LANGUAGE 

Languages commonly spoken in Delhi are Hindi and 
Urdu. Use of Punjabi is on the increase. English is- 
widely understood and the Tourist conversant with this 
language should experience no difficulty. Attendants 
at all good business houses and shops, managers and 
stewards at all good restaurants and hotels, and the 
guides and the texi drivers have usually a good working: 
knowledge of English. 



LOCA.L TRANSPORT 

(t)_ Delhi Transporn Service ; Bus services avilable 
•to all important places in the city. Bus fares are normal, 
iihe minimum being 10 nP. and and maximum 60 nP. 
varyidg according to distance. 

(ii) Taxis, tourist cars, stations wagons, motor cycle 
(rickshaws and tongas. 

POST AND TELEGRAPH OFflGES 


New D.elhi 

Pftone 

i. General Telegraph Office, Eastern 


Court, Janpath, New Delhi 

47721 

•2. Connaught Place Posts & Telegraphs 


Office, Connaught Place. New Delhi 

47429 

3. Eastern Court Post Office, Janpath 


New Delhi 

... 47430 

•4. General Post Office (Gole Post Office) 


Alexandra Place, New Delhi 

... 40733 

Delhi 


J , General Post & Telegraph Office, 


G.P.O. Building, Kashmere Gate, 


Delhi. 

... 224369 

.2. Maiden’s Hotel Post & Telegraph . 


Office, Maiden’s Hotel, Delhi 

... 223475 

Police 

100 

Fire 

• 101 

Ambulance 

102 

Railways — 


Delhi Main 

... 266011 

New Delhi 

43165 . 

PROHIBITION 



Partial prohibition, is in force in Delhi. Liquor is 
mot served in public places including restaurants and pub- 
lic rooms of hotels. No permit is necessary for serving 
'liquor in private homes, residential rooms in hotels and 
in clubs (to members only).. 

Tuesday. Friday and certain national holiday^ are 
•observed as dry days when no liquor is served and liquor 
shops are also closed. 
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CINEMA HOUSES 


Amba 

Subzi Ma'ndi 

221196 

Gamp 

Anand Parbat 

51142 

Delite 

Asaf AH Road 

262903 

Eros 

Jang Para Extension 

74642 

ENcelsionr 

Hauz Qazi 

261048 

Filmistan 

Model Basti 

220222 

‘Golcha 

Darva Ganj 

272211 

Imperial Talkies Fahar Gan! 

44053 

Jagat 

Jama Masjid 

262781 

Jnblee 

Fonntain 

265593 

Khanna Talkies 

Pahar Ganj 

40669 

Knmar 

Chandni Cbowk 

262710 

Liberty 

Rohtak Road 

52998 

Lazmi Palace 

Gandhi Nagar 

212526 

Majestic 

Chandni Cbowk 

26505 * 

IVlinerva 

Kasbmere Gate 

225225 

Moti 

Chandni Chowk 

265692 

Nat Raj 

Moti Nagar 


Naaz 

Jhande Walan 

54643 

New Amar 

Ajmeri Gate 

261155 

Novelty 

Near Station 

223852 

Cdean 

Connongnt Place 

48244 

Palace 

Roshanara Road 

225S22 

Palam 

Delhi Cantt. 

351440 

Plaza 

Connsngbr Pises 

47262 

Race Coorse 


617627 

Regal 

Connsnrht Place 

4702-5 

Ritz 

Kasbm^eGste 

235354 

Ri%-oli 

Irrin Bead 

47227 

Sbalimar 

Machnra Resd 

76162 

Sbiela 

D.B. Gnpta Bead 

2634*5 - 

Stadiam 


^ 2 

Sndarsbaji 

Gsnt-s” Nsrcir 


^V’e£t End 

Bars Tc'CC; 

22rzyy 


Libraries 
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D.T:U. Bas.routes for places of Interest 
OF 


DELHI 


S, No. Places of Interest 

1. Birla Temple 
(Reading Road) 

2. , Central Secretariats 
(Near Parliament 
House) 

3. Chandni Ghowk 

(Foxintain) 

4. Connaught Circus ... 

(New Delhi) 

5. Darya Ganj 

(Faiz Bazar) 

6. Exhibition Grounds... 

7. Hauz Khas 

8. Humayun’s Tomb ... 

9. India Gate 
10; Jama Masjid 

11. Jantar Mantar 

12. Kashmere Gate 


No. of D.T.U. Bus-routes 
4, 4A, 6, 5A, 16A, 24,67, 
37* 

3 / 6 , 6 , 5A, 7, 7A,8,9,0A, 
9B, 13, 14A. 

lA, 2, 11, 13, 13A, 16 16A, 
16B, 19, 20. 24, 25. 

2, 3, 4, 4A, 5, 6, 6A, S, 9, 
9A, 9B, 14, 14A, 16A, 171 
21, 22, 24, 26, 26A, 28, 30. 

4, 4A, 9, 9A, 9B, 12, 14, 

15A, 17, 18, 18, 21, 28, 29. 

6. 18, 24, 22. 

17, 20A, 27, 28. 29. 

5, 18, 14, 29. 

6, 6A, 12, 13, 24, 26, 28. 

See under Ced Fort, 

6A, 9, 9A, 9B. 14A, 30, 
lA. 3, 4, 4A, 8, 2A, 9B, 12. 
16A, 16, 16A, 16B,21,23, 
26. 


... 18, 21 (on Sunday). 

... 6, 18, .6,29. 

...17,17, (on Sundays 12,37, 
47). 

... 2,3, 13 , 13A. 14, 16, 17, 18, 
23, 25, 28, 20. 


13. Okhla 

14. Old Fort 

14. Qutab Minar 

16. Railway Stations 

Delhi Jn. 
New Delhi 

17. Red Fort 

18. Raj Ghat 

(0/s Delhi Gate) 

19. Safdaijang’s Tomb 


. 3, 6, 8, 13, 22, 26A 
4. 4A, 9, 9A, 9B, 12, 14, 
16A, 17. 18, 19, 21, 28, 29. 

4, 4A, 9, 12, 14, 14A, 17, 

18, 10, 21, 28, 29. 

12, 17, 26A, 27,27A, 27B, 
28. 3 0. 




